	Edith Wharton, 1862-1937: Wrote Novels of the Young and Innocent in a Dishonest World

	Many critics believe “The Age of Innocence” is her best novel. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
16 June 2007
	


VOICE ONE:

I'm Phoebe Zimmermann.

VOICE TWO:

And I'm Doug Johnson with the VOA Special English program, People in America. Every week we tell about a person who was important in the history of the United States. Today, we tell about writer Edith Wharton.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

A critic once described American writer Edith Wharton as a "self-made man." She liked the comment and repeated it. Others said she was a product of New York City. But the New York she wrote about was different from the New York of those who came after her.

Edith Wharton was born in New York City in eighteen sixty-two. New York then was several different cities. One New York was made up of people who worked for a living. The other was much smaller. It was made up of families who were so rich they did not need to work.

Edith was born into the wealthy New York. But there was a "right" wealthy New York and a "wrong" wealthy New York. Among the rich there were those who had been given money by parents or grandparents. Then there were those who earned their own money, the newly rich. 

Edith's family was from the "right" New Yorkers, people who had "old" money. It was a group that did not want its way of living changed. It also was a group without many ideas of its own. It was from this group that Edith Wharton created herself.

VOICE TWO:

Like many girls her age, Edith wrote stories. In one of her childhood stories, a woman apologizes for not having a completely clean house when another woman makes an unexpected visit. Edith's mother read the story. Her only comment was that one's house was always clean and ready for visitors. Edith's house always was.

Edith spent much of her childhood in Europe. She was educated by special teachers and not at schools.

If Edith's family feared anything, it was sharp social, cultural, and economic change. Yet these were the things Edith would see in her lifetime.

The end of the Civil War in eighteen sixty-five marked the beginning of great changes in the United States. The country that had been mostly agricultural was becoming industrial. Businessmen and workers increasingly were gaining political and economic power.

Edith Wharton saw these changes sooner than most people. And she rejected them. To her, the old America was a victim of the new. She did not like the new values of money replacing the old values of family.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

In eighteen eighty-five, she married Edward Wharton. He was her social equal. They lived together for twenty-eight years. But it was a marriage without much love.

In nineteen thirteen, she sought to end the marriage. That she waited so long to do so, one critic said, was a sign of her ties to the idea of family and to tradition.

Some critics think that Edith Wharton began to write because she found the people of her social group so uninteresting. Others say she began when her husband became sick and she needed something to do.

The fact is that Wharton thought of herself as a writer from the time she was a child. Writing gave her a sense of freedom from the restrictions of her social class.

VOICE TWO:

Writing was just one of a series of things she did. And she did all of them well. She was interested in designing and caring for gardens. She designed her own house. She had an international social life and left a large collection of letters.

In her lifetime she published about fifty books on a number of subjects.

Many critics believe Edith Wharton should have written the story of her social group. To do this, however, she would have had to remove herself from the group to see it clearly. She could not do this, even intellectually. Her education and her traditions made it impossible.

The subject of Edith Wharton's writing became the story of the young and innocent in a dishonest world. She did not make a connection between her work and her own life. What she had was the ability to speak plainly about emotions that, until then, had been hidden.

She also was among the first American women writers to gain a sense of the world as an evil place. "Life is the saddest thing," she wrote, "next to death."

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

To show that she could do more than just write stories, she wrote a book with Ogden Codman, “The Decoration of Houses.” It was very successful. About the same time, her poems and stories also began to be published in Scribner's Magazine.

In eighteen ninety-nine her collection of stories, “The Greater Inclination,” appeared. It was an immediate success. When she was in London, she visited a bookstore. The store owner, who did not know who she was, handed her the book. He said to her, "This is what everyone in London is talking about now.

VOICE TWO:

Three years later her first novel, “The Valley of Decision,” was published. Three years after that she published her first great popular success, the novel “The House of Mirth.”

“The House of Mirth” is the story of a young woman who lacks the money to continue her high social position. As in so many stories by Edith Wharton, the main character does not control what happens to her. She is a victim who is defeated by forces she does not fight to overcome. This idea is central to much of Edith Wharton's best writing. The old families of New York are in conflict with the newly rich families. The major people in the stories are trapped in a hopeless struggle with social forces more powerful than they. And they struggle against people whose beliefs and actions are not as moral as theirs.

VOICE ONE:

This is the situation in one of Wharton's most popular books, “Ethan Frome,” published in nineteen eleven. Unlike her other novels, it is set on a farm in the northeastern state of Massachusetts. It is the story of a man and woman whose lives are controlled, and finally destroyed, by custom. They are the victims of society. They die honorably instead of fighting back. If they were to reject custom, however, they would not be the people they are. And they would not mean as much to each other.

In nineteen thirteen, Wharton's marriage ended. It was the same year that she published another novel that was highly praised, “The Custom of the Country.” In it she discusses the effects of new wealth in the late nineteenth century on a beautiful young woman.

VOICE TWO:

Most critics agree that most of Edith Wharton's writing after nineteen thirteen is not as good as before that time. It was as if she needed the difficulties of her marriage to write well. Much of her best work seems to have been written under the pressure of great personal crisis. After her marriage ended, her work was not as sharp as her earlier writing.

In nineteen twenty, however, she produced “The Age of Innocence.” Many critics think this is her best novel. In it she deals with the lack of honesty that lies behind the apparent innocence of the New York social world. A man and woman see their lives ruined because they have duties they cannot escape.

Edith Wharton received America's top writing award, the Pulitzer Prize, for “The Age of Innocence.” In nineteen ninety-three, the movie of “The Age of Innocence” created new interest in her work.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

In the later years of her life, Wharton gave more and more of her time to an important group of diplomats, artists, and thinkers. Among her friends was the American writer Henry James. She liked James as a man and as a writer. She often used her car and driver to take him on short trips.

At one time, Henry James was hoping that his publisher would print a collection of his many novels and stories. Wharton knew of this wish. And she knew that the publisher thought he would lose money if he published such a collection. She wrote to the publisher. She agreed to secretly pay the publisher to print the collection of her friend's writings.

VOICE TWO:

In nineteen thirty, the American National Institute of Arts and Letters gave Wharton a gold medal. She was the first woman to be so honored. Four years later she wrote the story of her life, “A Backward Glance.” Edith Wharton died in nineteen thirty-seven at one of the two homes she owned in France.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

This Special English program was written by Richard Thorman. It was produced by Lawan Davis. I'm Phoebe Zimmermann.

VOICE TWO:

And I'm Doug Johnson. Join us again next week for another People in America program on the Voice of America.

	WHO Says Environmental Improvements Could Save Millions of Lives

	The World Health Organization publishes its first country-by-country look at health risks linked to the environment, including personal behavior. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
15 June 2007
	


This is IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English. 

This week, the World Health Organization released its first country-by-country look at environmental health risks. These include pollution, dangers in the workplace and ultraviolet radiation from the sun. They also include risks like noise, unsafe agricultural methods, climate change and people's behavior. The report says making environmental conditions healthier could prevent thirteen million deaths each year. 

Research on close to two hundred countries found that the worst affected include Angola, Burkina Faso, Mali and Afghanistan.

The study found that two major environmental risks cause more than ten percent of the deaths in twenty-three countries. These risks are unsafe water and indoor air pollution from burning wood, coal or animal waste for fuel. 

Poor countries suffer the most from environmental health risks. They lose about twenty times more healthy years of life per person per year than wealthy countries, the W.H.O. says. But it says even countries with better environmental conditions could still reduce disease rates by almost one-sixth. 

In some poor countries, environmental improvements could cut disease rates by more than a third.

The main victims of environmentally related diseases are children under age five. For example, the report says they represent three-fourths of the deaths from diarrhea and lung infections.

W.H.O. official Susanne Weber-Mosdorf says the study is a first step toward helping national decision-makers to set goals for preventive action. But the findings show there is a lot individuals could do to reduce death rates. 

Among suggestions given are using cleaner fuels like gas or electricity as well as using better cooking devices. Improving air flow and keeping children away from smoke could also prevent many lung infections. And lives could be saved with household water treatment and safe storage. 

The Country Profiles of Environmental Burden of Disease can be found online at who.int. Or click on the direct click at our Web site, voaspecialenglish.com. 

Before we go, we want to update you on our report two weeks ago, when we talked about the definition of genocide. We discussed the violence in Darfur, in western Sudan, and the efforts to deploy a large peacekeeping force. 

This week Sudan accepted the joint proposals of the African Union and the United Nations for a so-called hybrid operation. The African Union announced the news at a meeting in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. A.U. officials said the force would be made up of around eighteen thousand troops and an additional three thousand seven hundred police officers. 

But in Washington, a State Department spokesman said it was not yet clear if Sudan will accept non-African troops. If Sudan does not, it would mean rejection of the plan, he said, since African nations will likely not be able to provide the full number of troops.

Seven thousand African Union peacekeepers are already in Darfur. 

And that's IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English, written by Brianna Blake. I’m Steve Ember.

	No More 'Star Wars' Movies, but Makers Try to Keep Force With Them

	Also: a question from Iran about the failed Whiskey Rebellion in early American history. And songs from the musical ''Spring Awakening,'' which just won eight Tony Awards. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
14 June 2007
	


HOST:

Welcome to AMERICAN MOSAIC, in VOA Special English.

(MUSIC)

I'm Doug Johnson. On our show this week:

We answer a question from a listener about a failed rebellion in American history …

Play music from an award winning Broadway play ...

And report about the anniversary of the movie "Star Wars."

Star Wars
(MUSIC)
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On May twenty-fifth, nineteen seventy-seven, a science fiction movie called "Star Wars" opened in thirty-two theaters in the United States.  It was about the struggle between good and evil in a strange and different universe.  By the end of that year "Star Wars" became the most successful film in American history. 

Five more "Star Wars" films would be released. They would become one of the most successful movie series of all time.  Faith Lapidus tells us about some of the continuing "Star Wars" anniversary celebrations.

FAITH LAPIDUS:

Many events took place on the anniversary of the release of the first "Star Wars" movie. Movie fans met at a special convention in Los Angeles, California.  The United States Post Office released stamps showing fifteen different pictures from the movies.  American television shows presented new information about the making of the "Star Wars" series.  And newspapers wrote about the continuing popularity of "Star Wars" and its creator, George Lucas.

Millions of people all over the world love "Star Wars" and its characters -- Princess Leia, Han Solo, Yoda, Luke Skywalker -- even the evil Darth Vader. The Lucasfilm company is now making it possible for those fans to create new films about them. Fans with computers can go to the mash-ups area of the "Star Wars" Web site and change scenes from the movies.  The Web site provides a simple editing program to do this. Then the editors can place their movies on Web sites like MySpace.

Lucasfilm officials say about two hundred fifty scenes are provided on the Web site.  Each is no longer than sixty seconds, and similar ones are grouped together.  For example, one group of scenes includes the character Jar Jar Binks.  Fans can change him any way they want.  But they will have to follow to some rules.  And a team of experts will be watching the results to make sure they are not offensive in any way.

Lucasfilm officials say this is one way to keep the popularity of "Star Wars" alive since no more movies will be made.  The studio has plans to continue such efforts in the future.  In the next few years, it will produce a new video game and two television series based on the "Star Wars" stories and characters.

The Whiskey Rebellion
HOST:

Our VOA listener question this week comes from a student in Iran who asks about the Whiskey Rebellion in early American history.
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	George Washington reviews troops before marching to put down the Whiskey Rebellion


The Whiskey Rebellion was a major test of the power of the new United States government after the war of independence ended in seventeen eighty-three.  The new government agreed to pay the war debts of the individual states. 

In seventeen ninety-one, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton proposed a way the federal government could raise money to pay this debt. He proposed placing a tax on all alcoholic drinks sold in the country. Congress approved the tax and President George Washington signed it into law.

Some farmers in several states immediately opposed this tax.  They earned money by selling whiskey they made from the corn and rye they grew. By seventeen ninety-four, farmers in western Pennsylvania began openly protesting the tax.  They threatened and sometimes attacked government workers sent to the area to collect the money. The civil protests became an armed rebellion. Local officials ordered the arrest of the leaders of the rebellion, but this just added to the violence.  

President Washington considered this Whiskey Rebellion a threat to the power of the federal government.  So he took a bold step.  He personally led an army of more than twelve thousand troops into western Pennsylvania to stop the rebellion. 

The farmers quickly retreated.  Captured prisoners were later released and pardoned. The government ended the tax in eighteen–oh-two.

History experts say the Whiskey Rebellion was a small but important event in American history. It was the first time the federal government used military force to show its power over the nation's citizens.  Its resolution demonstrated the full power of the federal government to American citizens and to the states. 

Experts also say the Whiskey Rebellion was an early warning of a question that would continue to test the new nation.  Which should be stronger-- the rights of individual states or the power of the federal government?  That question would not be answered until the end of the American Civil War in the eighteen sixties.

Spring Awakening
HOST:

Broadway's top award ceremony was held Sunday in New York City.  The show "Spring Awakening" won eight Tony awards, including Best Musical.  Shirley Griffith has more on the show and its music.

SHIRLEY GRIFFITH:
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	Cast members perform a scene from ''Spring Awakening'' at the Tony Awards


"Spring Awakening," is based on a play written in eighteen ninety-one by German playwright Frank Wedekind.  The play was banned from production for many years because people at the time considered it immoral.

The play deals with German teenagers who have no knowledge or understanding of sex. They start to experience feelings they do not understand. But the adults in the play are not willing to share information with them. 

The teenagers also question what they learn in school.  They want to learn things for themselves.  They express their feelings through rock and roll music. This song is called "All That's Known."

(MUSIC)

Actor John Gallagher, Junior, won the Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actor in a Musical.  He plays Moritz in "Spring Awakening."  Here he sings "Don't Do Sadness."

(MUSIC)

Steven Sater and Duncan Sheik shared the Tony Award for Best Original Score (Music or Lyrics) Written for the Theater.  Mister Sheik accepted the award and thanked the producers of "Spring Awakening" for their support.  And he said:  "Musical theater rocks."

We leave you with the final song of "Spring Awakening" called "The Song of Purple Summer."

(MUSIC)

HOST:

I'm Doug Johnson.  I hope you enjoyed our program today.

It was written by Nancy Steinbach and Caty Weaver, who also was our producer. To read the text of this program and download audio, go to our Web site, voaspecialenglish.com.  

Join us again next week for AMERICAN MOSAIC, VOA’s radio magazine in Special English.  

	Climate Change and the Group of 8 ... and China

	G8 leaders agreed in Germany to "consider seriously" making sharp cuts in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. But China says no to targets, at least for now. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
14 June 2007
	


This is the VOA Special English Economics Report.

Leaders at the Group of Eight meeting last week in Heiligendamm, Germany, 
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	Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and German Chancellor Angela Merkel at the G8 Summit in Heiligendamm, Germany


discussed issues including climate change and aid to Africa. The eight nations represent almost two-thirds of the world economy. They are Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel failed to get them all to accept a goal to limit temperature increases this century to two degrees Celsius. But earlier, President Bush announced a policy change. He said the United States will support an effort to negotiate a new agreement on climate policy before two thousand nine. He proposed a conference of the major producers of greenhouse gases.

The current agreement, the Kyoto Protocol, ends in two thousand twelve. The United States rejected it for economic reasons. The treaty requires industrial countries, but not developing ones, to reduce greenhouse gases linked to climate change.

China, for example, is the second largest producer of heat-trapping gases. Experts say it could top the United States within two years. 

Last week, China released its first plan to deal with climate change. China aims to reduce energy use. But the plan does not include targets for reducing greenhouse gases.

China says industrial nations were mostly responsible for the current problem as they burned unlimited amounts of oil, gas and coal. It says asking developing countries to lower their emissions too early will hurt their development. 

The eight leaders agreed to "consider seriously" the decisions by the European Union, Canada and Japan to cut global emissions in half by two thousand fifty. Chancellor Merkel, the current G-Eight president, said she was "very, very satisfied" with the agreement. But she noted it was a compromise. 

The G-Eight leaders also promised sixty billion dollars in "the coming years" to fight HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis in Africa. The amount includes thirty billion dollars, over five years, that President Bush has asked Congress for. But some activists criticized the G-Eight offer as short on details and short of promises made two years ago to improve African health systems. 

Also at this year's meeting, the G-Eight established a process for high-level economic talks with Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa. The aim is to produce results within two years.

And that's the VOA Special English Economics Report, written by Mario Ritter. I'm Bob Doughty. 

	Good to the Last Drop: Coffee Culture Is Alive and Well in the US

	Join us as we explore the history and culture of coffee. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
12 June 2007
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VOICE ONE:

I’m Steve Ember.

VOICE TWO:

And I’m Barbara Klein with EXPLORATIONS in VOA Special English. At La Colombe coffee 
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	A capuccino made by Doug Wolfe at La Colombe


shop in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, you can enjoy a tasty cup of coffee as you read the newspaper or meet with friends. The shop is very busy and lively.

(SOUND)

The people who work there can quickly make excellent espresso or drip coffee drinks. La Colombe is a good example of how important coffee culture has become in the United States. Join us as we explore the culture, history and business of one of the world's favorite drinks. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

In the United States, the number of specialty coffee shops has increased greatly over the years. In nineteen ninety-five there were an estimated five thousand shops and sellers specializing in coffee. By two thousand six, there were almost twenty-four thousand. It is hard to walk down a street in an American city without coming across a coffee shop. And, chances are, that coffee shop might be a Starbucks. 

VOICE TWO:

The Starbucks company started in the West Coast city of Seattle, Washington, in nineteen seventy-one. Today, there are more than twelve thousand Starbucks around the world. Starbucks has helped make coffee culture a popular part of people's daily lives. The stores sell all kinds of coffee. They sell special hot and cold coffee drinks like Frappucinos and White Chocolate Mocha. They also sell food, music and books. Starbucks has helped educate people about the world of coffee. 

VOICE ONE:

But there is much more to making and enjoying coffee than Starbucks.  In fact, many people criticize the aggressive expansion of Starbucks and its impersonal coffee shops. The company has made business difficult for smaller, independent coffee shops. But these coffee shops have a strong and loyal following. There is a certain pride in the coffee industry among the smaller, more personal coffee sellers.

VOICE TWO:

The Specialty Coffee Association of America holds a yearly competition for the people 
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	Judges examining espresso creations at the Mid-Atlantic Barista Championship


who prepare coffee drinks, known as baristas. The best baristas from different areas of the country gather to make three coffee drinks. A group of coffee experts judges them. The baristas take their job very seriously. They have fifteen minutes to make three kinds of coffee drinks: an espresso, a cappuccino, and a specialty drink of their own invention. 

(SOUND)

HOST: 

"A big round of applause for Melanie's espressos!"

The best baristas in the country then compete for the national award. There is even a World Barista Championship. This year it will be held in Tokyo, Japan.

VOICE ONE:

Doug Wolfe recently competed in the Mid-Atlantic area barista competition.  But to really see him work his coffee magic, you must visit him where he works, at La Colombe. 

DOUG WOLFE:
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	Doug Wolfe working his coffee magic 


"My name is Doug Wolfe, and I am from Philadelphia. I am with La Colombe Torrefaction. I'm going to be making an espresso and cappuccino for you guys."

To make an espresso, Doug packs freshly ground coffee into a filter that attaches to a shiny La San Marco espresso machine from Italy. The machine forces heated water at high pressure through the coffee. The resulting espresso has a strong, smooth and flavorful taste. He makes a cappuccino by adding perfectly heated milk to an espresso. This may sound easy. But making a perfect espresso requires several things:  the right amount of fresh coffee and expert control of water temperature, pressure and timing.  La Colombe roasts its own special coffee mixtures at a factory nearby.  This way it can control the high quality and freshness of its product. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

You might enjoy a cup of coffee at your local coffee shop. But coffee is part of an 
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	Green coffee beans from Brazil are ready for roasting at La Colombe's factory


international industry. Research shows that as many as one-third of the people in the world drink coffee. Some people drink coffee for its rich smell and taste. Others like the awakening effect of caffeine, a chemical in coffee. But not everyone may know the story of coffee and how it is produced. 

VOICE ONE:

One popular story about the discovery of coffee long ago is about Kaldi, a keeper of goats   Kaldi was taking care of his goats in the highlands of Ethiopia where coffee trees have grown for centuries. He noticed that his goats became very excited and active after eating small fruits from a tree. 

Kaldi reported this discovery to a group of religious workers. When they made a drink out of the fruit, the religious workers realized they could stay awake for long hours of prayer. This knowledge about coffee soon spread all over the world.

VOICE TWO:

Coffee trees are native to eastern Africa and areas of the Arabian Peninsula. Coffee was first grown and traded in the fifteenth century. Most coffee came from what is now Yemen. Soon, coffee was in high demand all over the Middle East. By the seventeenth century coffee had been introduced to Europe. European traders started bringing coffee plants to other parts of the world. The Dutch brought coffee to the islands of Indonesia. And by the twentieth century, most of the world's production came from Central and South America. Today, Brazil is the largest producer of coffee in the world.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:
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	Coffee berries on a coffee tree.


Most people know what a coffee bean looks like, but what about the plant? Coffee trees can grow up to nine meters high, but they are cut short for production. These trees have shiny dark green leaves that grow on opposite sides of each other on a stem. The plant produces a fruit that is called a coffee cherry. 

When the coffee cherries are ripe and ready to pick, they are bright, red and firm. Inside the fruits are the green coffee beans. After these beans are roasted at high temperatures they are ready to be made into a drink.

VOICE TWO:

The two most important kinds of coffee plants are the arabica and the canephora, which is commonly known as robusta. Arabica coffee makes up about seventy percent of the world's production. These trees produce a fine and mild coffee with a rich smell. 

Robusta has a more caffeine than arabica. It is usually mixed with other coffee beans or used for instant coffee. Most of the world's robusta is grown in Central and Western Africa.  It can also be found in parts of Southeast Asia and Brazil. Robusta is less costly to grow because it is more resistant to diseases than the arabica plant. Also, robusta plants can survive in a warmer climate. 

VOICE ONE: 

There may only be two main kinds of coffee plants. But geography and climate differences have a big effect on the many different ways coffee can taste. For example, coffee grown in Ethiopia is known for its lively, sharp taste and its flowery smell. Coffee from the island of Sumatra has a full body with an earthy and intense taste.  Coffee roasters combine beans from different areas to make coffees with different tastes and qualities.

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

Coffee is the second most heavily traded product in the world after oil. A coffee bean goes from a series of producers, exporters, importers, roasters and sellers. This long chain of production has major social and political effects. For example, some coffee producers and drinkers are concerned about the Fair Trade movement. The aim of this movement is to make sure that coffee farmers around the world get a fair price for their harvest. Poor farmers are organized into groups called cooperatives.  They are guaranteed money under this system. Even if the market price for coffee drops, these farmers can earn enough money to live. 

Critics of the movement say coffee farmers still do not receive a fair amount of money for their work. And some economists argue that Fair Trade creates too large a supply of coffee.

VOICE ONE:

There are also environmental concerns within the coffee industry. Industrial coffee production can have a bad effect on nature. The chemicals used on large coffee farms can hurt soil and water sources. These large farms also cut down many trees to make room for coffee plants. This threatens native plants and birds. 

Environmental organizations have worked to create rules for producing coffee in environmentally friendly ways. Many coffee drinkers buy this coffee to support their efforts.

VOICE TWO:

So, the next time you enjoy your morning coffee, you can think about its rich history and wide popularity. And you can imagine the long distances it traveled to end up in your cup.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

This program was written and produced by Dana Demange. I’m Steve Ember.

VOICE TWO:

And I’m Barbara Klein.  You can see pictures of Special English listeners on our Web site, voaspecialenglish.com.  Join us again next week for EXPLORATIONS in VOA Special English.

---

Photo credits: Coffee berries, by Marcelo Correa/Wikipedia Commons. All others, Dana Demange.
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VOICE ONE:

Welcome to THIS IS AMERICA in VOA Special English. I'm Steve Ember.

VOICE TWO:

And I'm Shirley Griffith. Summer begins this week in the northern part of the world. To celebrate, we play some of our favorite songs about summer. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

[image: image16.jpg]


If you ask most Americans, they would say their favorite season of the year is summer. The weather is warm. They do not have to wear heavy clothes to keep warm. Young people do not have to go to school. They can do many activities outside, like playing sports and swimming at the beach or the pool. They like the sunshine during the day and the warm summer nights. People have written and recorded hundreds of songs about summer. These are some of our favorites.

VOICE TWO:

One of the most famous songs about summer is from George Gershwin's opera "Porgy and Bess." He wrote the music in nineteen thirty-five. The opera takes place in the southern United States. It opens with these words: "Summertime and the livin' is easy. Fish are jumpin' and the cotton is high." Leontyne Price sings the song.

(MUSIC)

 Here is Billy Stewart's version of the same song.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

The nineteen fifties and sixties produced many songs about teenagers enjoying their summer vacation from school. The songs are about having fun, swimming in the ocean, driving in cars. This one is "Summertime, Summertime" by the Jamies.

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

It is summer almost all year long in California. And it was summer all the time for the Beach Boys. They sang about their favorite activities, like riding the ocean waves on surfboards. Here is one Beach Boy song, "All Summer Long."

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

However, for some teenagers, summer vacation was not all fun and games. Some of them had to work to earn money. Eddie Cochran sang about this in "Summertime Blues." Many other bands and artists later recorded this song, including the British rock band, the Who. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

The Lovin' Spoonful was a band that did not love summers in the city because of the heat. They sang: "Hot town, summer in the city. Back of my neck getting dirty and gritty." And: "All around, people looking half-dead, walking on the sidewalk, hotter than a match head." They liked the nighttime better when they could dance and have more fun. "Summer in the City" was released in the summer of nineteen sixty-six and was one of the Lovin' Spoonful's greatest hits.

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

Even though it was hot, Sly and the Family Stone still found ways to have fun in the summertime. This song is about the happiness that the season promises, including going to a "county fair in the country sun." 

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

In the nineteen nineties, DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince produced this hip-hop song called "Summertime." It is about being with friends and having a good time. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

We leave you with a song from the movie version of the musical "Grease." It is about two teenagers who meet during their summer vacation and fall in love. Back at school in the autumn, they tell their friends all about it. John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John sing "Summer Nights."

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

Our program was written by Shelley Gollust and produced by Caty Weaver. I'm Shirley Griffith.

VOICE ONE:

And I'm Steve Ember. You can see pictures of Special English listeners on our Web site, voaspecialenglish.com. You can also find transcripts and audio archives of our programs. Join us again next week for THIS IS AMERICA in VOA Special English.
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