	Doughboy: Military Expressions

	Terms for members of the US armed forces. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　11 February 2007
	


This is Phil Murray with WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, a program in Special English on the Voice of America. We tell about some common expressions in American English. 

A leatherneck or a grunt do not sound like nice names to call someone. Yet men and women who serve in the United States armed forces are proud of those names. And if you think they sound strange, consider doughboy and GI Joe.

After the American Civil War in the eighteen sixties, a writer in a publication called Beadle’s Monthly used the word doughboy to describe Civil War soldiers. But word expert Charles Funk says that early writer could not explain where the name started.

About twenty years later, someone did explain. She was the wife of the famous American general George Custer. 

Elizabeth Custer wrote that a doughboy was a sweet food served to Navy men on ships. She also said the name was given to the large buttons on the clothes of soldiers. Elizabeth Custer believed the name changed over time to mean the soldiers themselves. 

Now, we probably most often think of doughboys as the soldiers who fought for the Allies in World War One. 

By World War Two, soldiers were called other names. The one most often heard was GI, or GI Joe.  Most people say the letters GI were a short way to say general issue or government issue. The name came to mean several things. It could mean the soldier himself. It could mean things given to soldiers when they joined the military such as weapons, equipment or clothes. And, for some reason, it could mean to organize, or clean. 

Soldiers often say, “We GI’d the place.” And when an area looks good, soldiers may say the area is “GI.” Strangely, though, GI can also mean poor work, a job badly done. 

Some students of military words have another explanation of GI. They say that instead of government issue or general issue, GI came from the words galvanized iron. The American soldier was said to be like galvanized iron, a material produced for special strength. The Dictionary of Soldier Talk says GI was used for the words galvanized iron in a publication about the vehicles of the early twentieth century. 

Today, a doughboy or GI may be called a grunt. Nobody is sure of the exact beginning of the word. But, the best idea probably is that the name comes from the sound that troops make when ordered to march long distances carrying heavy equipment. 

A member of the United States Marines also has a strange name --leatherneck. It is thought to have started in the eighteen hundreds. Some say the name comes from the thick collars of leather early Marines wore around their necks to protect them from cuts during battles. Others say the sun burned the Marines’ necks until their skin looked like leather. 
	Feel The Pinch: The Pains of Economic Trouble

	Talking about financial problems. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　　03 February 2007
	


I'm Susan Clark with the Special English program WORDS AND THEIR STORIES. 

In the nineteen thirties, a song, "Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?" was very popular in the United States. It was the time of the big Depression. The song had meaning for many people who had lost their jobs. 

A dime is a piece of money whose value is one-tenth of a dollar. Today, a dime does not buy much. But it was different in the nineteen thirties. A dime sometimes meant the difference between eating and starving. 

The American economy today is much better. Yet, many workers are concerned about losing their jobs as companies re-organize. 

Americans have special ways of talking about economic troubles. People in businesses may say they feel the pinch.  Or they may say they are up against it.  Or, if things are really bad, they may say they have to throw in the towel. 

A pinch is painful pressure. To feel the pinch is to suffer painful pressure involving money. 

The expression, feel the pinch, has been used since the sixteenth century. The famous English writer William Shakespeare wrote something very close to this in his great play "King Lear." 

King Lear says he would accept necessity's sharp pinch. He means he would have to do without many of the things he always had. 

Much later, the Times of London newspaper used the expression about bad economic times during the eighteen sixties. It said, "so much money having been spent ... All classes felt the pinch."

Worse than feeling the pinch is being up against it.  The saying means to be in a lot of trouble. 

Word expert James Rogers says the word "it" in the saying can mean any and all difficulties. He says the saying became popular in the United States and Canada in the late nineteenth century. Writer George Ade used it in a book called "Artie." He wrote, "I saw I was up against it."

Sometimes a business that is up against it will have to throw in the towel.  This means to accept defeat or surrender. 

Throwing in the towel may mean that a company will have to declare bankruptcy. The company will have to take legal steps to let people know it has no money to pay its debts. 

Word expert Charles Funk says an eighteen seventy-four publication called the Slang Dictionary explains throwing in the towel. It says the words probably come from the sport of boxing, or prizefighting. The book says the saying began because a competitor's face was cleaned with a cloth towel or other material. When a boxer's towel was thrown, it meant he was admitting defeat. 

Most businesses do not throw in the towel. They just re-organize so they can compete better. 
	In the Red:  Better to Be in the Black

	Some business terms you can profit from. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　28 January 2007
	


Now, Words and Their Stories, a VOA Special English program about American expressions.  I'm Rich Kleinfeldt with some financial words and expressions used in business and the stock market. 

(MUSIC)

Our first expression is in the red. It is another way of saying that a business is losing money. In the past, numbers in the financial records of a company were written in red ink to show a loss. 

A business magazine recently published a report about a television company. The report said the company was still in the red, but was able to cut its loss from the year before. 

A profit by a business is written in black numbers. So a company that is in the black is making money. An international news service reported that a private health insurer in Australia announced it was back in the black with its first profit in three years. 

Another financial expression is run on the bank. That is what happens when many people try to withdraw all their money from a bank.  A run on the bank usually happens when people believe there is danger a bank may fail or close. 

Newspaper reports about a banking crisis in Russia used that expression. They said the government acted because of fears that the crisis would cause a run on the banks. When a run on the banks was starting, there was not much they could do, said a banking expert. 

Day trading is a new expression about a system that lets investors trade directly on an electronic market system. The system is known as NASDAQ, short for The National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation. It was the first completely computerized stock market. It sells stocks of companies not listed on any stock exchange.  Many high technology companies are listed on it. 

Day trading companies provide a desk and a computer system to an investor who wants to trade. Individuals must provide fifty thousand dollars or more to the trading company to pay for the stocks they buy. Thousands of other investors do day trading from computers in their homes. 

A day trader watches stock prices carefully. When he sees a stock rise in price, he uses the computer to buy shares of the stock.  If the stock continues to rise in price in the next few minutes, the day trader sells the shares quickly to make a small profit. Then he looks for another stock to buy. If a stock goes down instead of up, he sells it and accepts the loss. 

The idea is to make a small profit many times during the day. Day traders may buy and sell stocks hundreds of times each day. 

Many day traders lose all their money in a week or so.  Only about thirty percent succeed in earning enough from their efforts to continue day trading. 

(MUSIC)
	Money Talks:  Everything Else Walks

	Making your money talk for you. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　21 January 2007
	


I'm Susan Clark with Words and Their Stories, a program in Special English on the Voice of America. 

(MUSIC) 

People often say that money talks. They mean that a person with a lot of money can say how he or she wants things done. But it is not easy to earn enough money to gain this kind of power. 

Ask anyone in a business. They will tell you that it is a jungle out there. The expression probably began because the jungle is filled with wild animals and unknown dangers that threaten people. Sometimes people in business feel competing businesses are as dangerous as wild animals. And they feel that unknown dangers in the business world threaten the survival of their business. 

People in business have to be careful if they are to survive the jungle out there. They must not be led into making bogus investments. Bogus means something that is not real. 

Nobody is sure how the word got started. But it began to appear in American newspapers in the eighteen hundreds. A newspaper in Boston, Massachusetts, said the word came from a criminal whose name was Borghese. The newspaper said Borghese wrote checks to people although he did not have enough money in the bank. After he wrote the checks, he would flee from town. So, people who were paid with his checks received nothing. The newspaper said Americans shortened and changed the criminal's name Borghese, to bogus. 

People trying to earn money also must be aware of being ripped off. A person who is ripped off has had something stolen, or at least has been treated very unfairly. 

A writer for the magazine "American Speech" said he first saw the expression used in nineteen seventy-one. It was on a sign that a student carried during a protest demonstration at a university. The message on the sign was that the student felt ripped off, or cheated. 

Perhaps the best way to prevent getting ripped off in business is to not try to get rich quickly. To be successful, a person in business works hard and tries to get down to brass tacks. 

This expression means to get to the bottom or most important part of something. For example, a salesman may talk and talk about his product without saying the price. You get down to brass tacks when you say, "it sounds good, but how much does it cost." 

Word expert Charles Funk thinks the expression comes from sailors on ships. They clean the bottom of a boat. When they have removed all the dirt, they are down to the brass tacks, the copper pieces that hold the boat together. 

So, if we get down to brass tacks, we can prevent ripoffs and bogus ways of earning money in that jungle out there. And, some good luck will help, too. 

(MUSIC) 
	Chickenfeed: It Doesn't Add Up to Much

	Working for very little money...it's chickenfeed. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
14 January 2007
	


I'm Susan Clark with Words and Their Stories, a program in Special English on the Voice of America. 

Almost every language in the world has a saying that a person can never be too rich. 

Americans, like people in other countries, always want more money. One way they express this is by protesting that their jobs do not pay enough. A common expression is, "I am working for chickenfeed." It means working for very little money. The expression probably began because seeds fed to chickens made people think of small change. Small change means metal coins of not much value, like nickels which are worth five cents. 

An early use of the word chickenfeed appeared in an American publication in nineteen thirty. It told about a rich man and his son. Word expert Mitford Mathews says it read, "I'll bet neither the kid nor his father ever saw a nickel or a dime. They would not have been interested in such chickenfeed." 

Chickenfeed also has another interesting meaning known to history experts and World War Two spies and soldiers. 

Spy expert Henry S. A. Becket writes that some German spies working in London during the war also worked for the British. The British government had to make the Germans believe their spies were working. So, British officials gave them mostly false information. It was called chickenfeed. 

The same person who protests that he is working for chickenfeed may also say, "I am working for peanuts." She means she is working for a small amount of money. 

It is a very different meaning from the main one in the dictionary. That meaning is small nuts that grow on a plant. 

No one knows for sure how a word for something to eat also came to mean something very small. But, a peanut is a very small food. 

The expression is an old one. Word expert Mitford Mathews says that as early as eighteen fifty-four, an American publication used the words peanut agitators. That meant political troublemakers who did not have a lot of support. 

Another reason for the saying about working for peanuts may be linked to elephants. Think of how elephants are paid for their work in the circus. They receive food, not money. One of the foods they like best is peanuts. 

When you add the word gallery to the word peanut you have the name of an area in an American theater. A gallery is a high seating area or balcony above the main floor. 

The peanut gallery got its name because it is the part of the theater most distant from where the show takes place. So, peanut gallery tickets usually cost less than other tickets. People pay a small amount of money for them. 
	Stock Market:  The Business of Investing

	Investing in stocks is big business...and big money. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　06 January 2007
	


I'm Phil Murray with Words and Their Stories, a program in Special English on the Voice of America. Today we tell about some American expressions that are commonly used in business. 

Bells sound. Lighted messages appear. Men and women work at computers. They talk on the telephone. At times they shout and run around. 

This noisy place is a stock exchange. Here expert salespeople called brokers buy and sell shares of companies. The shares are known as stocks. People who own stock in a company, own part of that company. 

People pay brokers to buy and sell stocks for them. If a company earns money, its stock increases in value. If the company does not earn money, the stock decreases in value. 

Brokers and investors carefully watch for any changes on the Big Board. That is the name given to a list of stocks sold on the New York Stock Exchange. 

The first written use of the word with that meaning was in a newspaper in Illinois in eighteen thirty-seven. It said: "The sales on the board were one thousand seven hundred dollars in American gold." 

Investors and brokers watch the Big Board to see if the stock market is a bull market or a bear market. In a bear market, prices go down. In a bull market, prices go up. 

Investors in a bear market promise to sell a stock in the future at a set price. But the investor does not own the stock yet. He or she waits to buy it when the price drops. 

The meaning of a bear market is thought to come from an old story about a man who sold the skin of a bear before he caught the bear. An English dictionary of the sixteen hundreds said, "To sell a bear is to sell what one has not." 

Word experts dispute the beginnings of the word bull in the stock market. But some say it came from the long connection of the two animals -- bulls and bears -- in sports that were popular years ago in England. 

Investors are always concerned about the possibility of a company failing. In the modern world, a company that does not earn enough profit is said to go belly up. A company that goes belly up dies like a fish. Fish turn over on their backs when they die. So they are stomach, or belly, up. 

Stock market investors do not want that to happen to a company. They want a company whose stock they own to earn more profit than expected. This would sharply increase the value of the stock. Investors are hoping for a windfall. 

The word windfall comes from England of centuries ago. There, poor people were banned from cutting trees in forests owned by rich land owners. But, if the wind blew down a tree, a poor person could take the wood for fuel. So a windfall is something wonderful that happens unexpectedly. 
	Santa Claus: Do You Believe?

	Santa Claus is coming to town. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　23 December 2006
	


Now, the Special English program, Words and Their Stories.  

Our expression today is Santa Claus.  Santa Claus is someone who will remain in the hearts of children forever.  He is the make-believe person who brings toys and other gifts to children at Christmas. 

To grown-ups, he is a special symbol of goodwill and selfless giving. Santa Claus also has some other names: Saint Nicholas, St. Nick, Kris Kringle, Pelznickel. 

Two of his names -- Santa Claus and Saint Nicholas -- both come from the Dutch who settled in New York long ago. The Dutch believed Saint Nikolas gave gifts to children. They honored this kindly saint with a yearly festival on December sixth. 

The English-speaking people who lived nearby greatly enjoyed Dutch festivals. And they brought the saint and the custom of giving gifts into their own celebration at Christmas time. The Dutch spoke the name "Saint Nikolaas" very fast. It sounded like "sinterklaas." And so, when the English said this word, it sounded like Santa Claus. 

West of New York, in Pennsylvania, many German farmers had also heard of Saint Nikolas. But they called him Pelznickel. This word came from "pelz," meaning fur, and "nickel" for Nicholas. And so, to the Germans of Pennsylvania, Saint Nicholas or Pelznickel was a man dressed in fur who came once a year with gifts for good children. 

Soon, people began to feel that the love and kindness Pelznickel brought should be part of a celebration honoring the Christkindl, as the Germans called the Christ child. After a time, this became Kris Kringle. Later, Kris Kringle became another name for Santa Claus himself.

Whatever he is called, he is still the same short, fat, jolly old man with a long beard, wearing a red suit with white fur. 

The picture of Santa Claus as we see him came from Thomas Nast. He was an American painter born in Bavaria. He painted pictures for Christmas poems. Someone asked him to paint a picture of Santa Claus.  Nast remembered when he was a little boy in southern Germany.  Every Christmas, a fat old man gave toys and cakes to the children.  So, when Nast painted the picture, his Santa Claus looked like the kindly old man of his childhood.

And through the years, Nast's painting has remained as the most popular picture of Santa Claus. 

Santa can be seen almost everywhere in large American cities during the Christmas season.  Some stand on street corners asking for money to buy food and gifts for the needy.  Others are found in stores and shopping centers. It is easy to find them by the long lines of children waiting to tell Santa what they want for Chirstmas.  If one took a vote among children to learn who their favorite person was, there is no question who would win -- Santa Claus.
	Green:  More Than Just a Color

	The word can mean many things, including jealousy. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　17 December 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

Green is an important color in nature. It is the color of grass and the leaves on trees. It is also the color of most growing plants. 

Sometimes, the word green means young, fresh and growing. Sometimes, it describes something that is not yet ripe or finished. 

For example, a greenhorn is someone who has no expereince, who is new to a situation.  In the fifteenth century, a greenhorn was a young cow or ox whose horns had not yet developed.  A century or so later, a greenhorn was a soldier who had not yet had any experience in battle. By the eighteenth century, a greenhorn had the meaning it has today - a person who is new in a job. 

About one hundred years ago, greenhorn was a popular expression in the American west.  Old-timers used it to describe a man who had just arrived from one of the big cities back east. The greenhorn lacked the skills he would need to live in the hard, rough country.

Someone who has the ability to grow plants well is said to have a green thumb. The expression comes from the early nineteen hundreds. 

A person with a green thumb seems to have a magic touch that makes plants grow quickly and well. You might say that the woman next door has a green thumb if her garden continues to grow long after your plants have died. 

The Green Revolution is the name given some years ago to the development of new kinds of rice and other grains. The new plants produced much larger crops.  The Green Revolution was the result of hard work by agricultural scientists who had green thumbs. 

Green is also the color used to describe the powerful emotion, jealousy.  The green-eyed monster is not a frightening creature from outer space.  It is an expression used about four hundred years ago by British writer William Shakespeare in his play "Othello."

It describes the unplesant feeling a person has when someone has something he wants.  A young man may suffer from the green-eyed monster if his girlfriend begins going out with someone else.  Or, that green-eyed monster may affect your friend if you get a pay raise and she does not. 

In most places in the world, a green light is a signal to move ahead.  A green light on a traffic signal means your car can continue on.  In everyday speech, a green light means approval to continue with a project. We want you to know we have a green light to continue this series next week. 

(MUSIC)

	Easy As Falling Off a Log: Not Much Effort Involved!

	It is easier to fall off a log than to stay on it. Transcript of radio broadcast: 10 December 2006
	


Now, the Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

Every people has its own way of saying things, its own special expressions. Some of these expressions are easy to understand. The words create a picture in your mind. 

As easy as falling off a log is one such expression. It describes a job that does not take much effort. 

If you ever tried to walk on a fallen tree log, you understand what the expression means. It is easier to fall off the log than to stay on it. 

The expression is often used today. For example, you might hear a student say to her friend that her spelling test was as easy as falling off a log. 

There are several other expressions that mean the same thing. And their meaning is as easy to understand as falling off a log. One is, easy as pie. Nothing is easier than eating a piece of sweet, juicy pie. Unless it is a piece of cake. 

Piece of cake is another expression that means something is extremely easy to do. A friend might tell you that his new job was a piece of cake.

Another expression is as easy as shooting fish in a barrel.
It is hard to imagine why anyone would want to shoot fish in a barrel. But, clearly, fish in a barrel would be much easier to shoot than fish in a stream. In fact, it would be as easy as falling off a log. 

Sometimes, things that come to us easily, also leave us just as easily. In fact, there is an expression -- easy come, easy go -- that recognizes this. You may win a lot of money in a lottery, then spend it all in a few days. Easy come, easy go. 

When life itself is easy, when you have no cares or problems, you are on easy street. Everyone wants to live on that imaginary street. 

Another "easy" expression is to go easy on a person.  It means to treat a person kindly or gently, especially in a situation where you might be expected to be angry with him. A wife might urge her husband to go easy on their son, because the boy did not mean to wreck the car. 

If it is necessary to borrow some money to fix the car, you should look for a friend who is an easy touch. An easy touch or a soft touch is someone who is kind and helpful. He would easily agree to lend you the money. 

And one last expression, one that means do not worry or work too hard. Try to keep away from difficult situations. Take it easy until we meet again. 
You have been listening to the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories. I'm Bob Doughty.

	To Touch All Bases:  Baseball Rules!

	It is important to touch all four bases in the game of baseball. Transcript of radio broacast: 
03 December 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

American English is full of colorful expressions. One such expression is, to touch all bases.  It comes from the sport of baseball. 

There are four bases in baseball -- first, second and third. The fourth is home plate. Together, the bases form a diamond shape.  When a baseball player hits the ball, he must run to each base -- in order -- and touch it with his foot. It is the only way to score a point. If the player hits the ball and fails to touch all the bases, the point will not be counted. 

The importance of touching all the bases was shown at the start of the nineteen seventy-four baseball season. 

Hank Aaron was a player with the Atlanta Braves team. He was seeking the record for hitting the most home runs. A home run is a ball that is hit over the wall. Aaron needed just one home run to equal the record held by Babe Ruth, the greatest hitter in baseball history. Aaron got that home run the very first time he had a chance to hit the ball. He sent the ball over the wall that surrounded the playing field. That gave him seven hundred and fourteen home runs -- the same as Babe Ruth. 

After that day, baseball fans held their breath every time it was Hank Aaron's turn to hit. When would he hit home run number seven hundred and fifteen? 

The wait was not long. In the second week of the season, Aaron again hit the ball over the wall. He had beaten Babe Ruth's record. But first, he had to run around the four bases. The other players on his team watched carefully to make sure he touched each one. If he did not, the home run would not have counted. There would have been no new record. 

So, to touch all bases means to do what is necessary to complete an activity. 

The expression is used in business and politics. No business deal or political campaign is really complete until you discuss all the issues involved. Or, as it is said, until you touch all bases. 

Even professional diplomats use this expression, as well as others that come from baseball. 

A diplomat in reporting on negotiations with diplomats from different countries may say they "touched all bases" during many hours of talks. This means they explored all issues involved in the situation. Perhaps they did this after expressing hope that they could play ball with each other, meaning that they could learn to cooperate. 

Sports reporters write about fast-moving, lively events. They must develop a way of writing that goes straight to the point. Their duty is to give the reader a complete picture of the event in as few words as possible. They must touch all bases as quickly as they can. 

	Circus: Some Agree It Is the 'Greatest Show on Earth'

	
19 November 2006
	


Now, the Special English program WORDS AND THEIR STORIES.
Circus is a word with a long, interesting history.  It is a Latin word that means "ring" or "circle." 
One of the most famous places in ancient Rome was the Circus Maximus.  It was a kind of round stadium with rows of seats all around the inside of it.  Roman citizens gathered there to watch races, games and violent, bloody fights. 
The modern circus developed in the nineteenth century.  It was a travelling show of animals and people working under a large tent, later known as the Big Top. 
Travelling circuses were popular in the United States and Britain before eighteen thirty.  A circus moved from town to town, putting on shows with trained animals, acrobats doing difficult tricks, and funny, colorful clowns. 
Circuses still travel from place to place.  And they still have trained animal acts, acrobats and clowns. 

Today's circuses usually have three rings.  Something different takes place in each of the three rings at the same time.  The heads of people watching a circus turn back and forth as they try to see every exciting act in each ring. 

The circus has been popular for so long that it is not surprising that words and expressions connected with it are part of everyday speech.
For example, the word circus is used to describe any noisy place with a lot of activities going on.
A teacher may use it when she walks into a room where the students are playing and talking, instead of studying.  She might say, "This place is a circus. Calm down and get your work done." And if the room is really noisy, she may say it is a three ring circus. 
Clowns are a very special part of the circus. They look funny with their big red noses, painted faces and clothes that are much too large for them.  Everyone at a circus loves to watch the clowns do tricks on each other. Clowns have a real purpose:  to make people laugh.  They always succeed.
We use the expression to clown around when we talk about someone playing tricks and making jokes.  Usually, a person is clowning around if he is being funny when he should be serious. In that case, you may get angry and say, "Stop clowning around. This is a serious situation." 

The most celebrated American circus in the eighteen hundreds was P. T. Barnum's "Greatest Show on Earth."  Barnum's circus had many new acts.  He began finding and training unusual animals, not just dogs and horses. 
One of the most popular of Barnum's animals was a huge elephant named Jumbo.  Jumbo was very large, much larger than other elephants.  Soon, anything that was the largest of its kind was called jumbo. 
Today, there are jumbo drinks, jumbo boxes of soap, and jumbo sales of cars. 

	Water:  She Is In Hot Water

	Expressions about water are almost as common as water itself. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
05 November 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program Words and Their Stories.
Expressions about water are almost as common as water itself. But many of the expressions using water have unpleasant meanings. 
The expression "to be in hot water" is one of them. It is a very old expression. "Hot water" was used five hundred years ago to mean being in trouble. One story says it got that meaning from the custom of throwing extremely hot water down on enemies attacking a castle.
That no longer happens. But we still get in "hot water."  When we are in "hot water," we are in trouble. It can be any kind of trouble--serious, or not so serious. A person who breaks a law can be in hot water with the police.  A young boy can be in hot water with his mother, if he walks in the house with dirty shoes. 

Being in "deep water" is almost the same as being in hot water.  When you are in "deep water," you are in a difficult position. Imagine a person who cannot swim being thrown in water over his head. 

You are in deep water when you are facing a problem that you do not have the ability to solve.  You can be in deep water, for example, if you invest in stocks without knowing anything about the stock market. 

"To keep your head above water" is a colorful expression that means staying out of debt.  A company seeks to keep its head above water during economic hard times. A man who loses his job tries to keep his head above water until he finds a new job.

"Water over the dam" is another expression about a past event. It is something that is finished. It cannot be changed. The expression comes from the idea that water that has flowed over a dam cannot be brought back again.

When a friend is troubled by a mistake she has made, you might tell her to forget about it.  You say it is water over the dam. 

Another common expression, "to hold water," is about the strength or weakness of an idea or opinion that you may be arguing about.  It probably comes from a way of testing the condition of a container.  If it can hold water, it is strong and has no holes in it. If your argument can hold water, it is strong and does not have any holes.  If it does not hold water, then it is weak and not worth debating. 
"Throwing cold water" also is an expression that deals with ideas or proposals. It means to not like an idea. For example, you want to buy a new car because the old one has some problems. But your wife "throws cold water" on the idea, because she says a new car costs too much. 
This VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories, was written by Marilyn Christiano. I'm Rich Kleinfeldt.
	Losing It:  It's Hard When You Lose Control

	Mary was angry at herself. She asked, "Am I losing it?" Transcript of radio broadcast: 
22 October 2006
	


I'm Susan Clark with the Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

Tom Smith is the best hitter on his company's baseball team. For weeks during the playing season, Tom hit a home run in every game the team played. But then suddenly he stopped hitting home runs. He could not hit the baseball at all. 

One day he struck out three times in one game. He said, "I am afraid I am losing it." 

Mary Jones bought a dress in a woman's clothing store. She felt very happy about buying the dress until she got home. Then she remembered she had left her credit card at the store when she used it to pay for the dress. It was the third time that month that Mary had forgotten something important. 

Mary was angry with herself. She said, "Am I losing it?" 

Emma Cleveland was teaching a class in mathematics at a college. She began to explain to the students how to solve a very difficult problem. She undersood it very well. But somehow, at that moment, she could not explain it. Emma said, "I must be losing it." 

Americans seem to have a lot of concern about "losing it." At least that is what you would think from hearing them talk. They use the expression when they feel they are losing control. It can mean losing emotional control. Or losing the ability to do something. Or losing mental powers. 

Word experts differ about how the expression started. Some believe it came from television programs popular in the nineteen eighties. Others believe it began with psychologists and psychiatrists who deal with how people think, feel and act. 

One psychologist said, "We Americans have many concerns about controlling our lives. Perhaps we worry too much." 

She continued, "In many situations, to say you are losing it eases the tension. It is healthy. And most people who say they are having a problem are not losing it." People may feel more like they are losing it when they are "down in the dumps." 

People who are down in the dumps are sad. They are depressed. 

Word expert Charles Funk says people have been feeling down in the dumps for more than four-hundred years. Sir Thomas More used the expression in fifteen thirty-four. He wrote, "Our poor family ... has fallen in such dumps." 

Word experts do not agree what the word dumps means. One expert, John Ayto, says the word dumps probably comes from the Scandanavian countries. The languages of Denmark and Norway both have similar words. The words mean to fall suddenly. 

Americans borrowed this saying. And, over the years, it has become a popular way of expressing sadness. 
	Get Your Act Together: Organization Is the Name of the Game

	Some expressions that might be heard at business meetings. Transcript of radio broadcast. 
18 October 2006
	


I'm Susan Clark with the Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

A woman from Japan was telling a friend about her trip to the United States. The woman had visited major businesses and investment companies in New York City and Chicago. 

"I studied English before I left home, " she said. "But I still was not sure that people were speaking English." 

Her problem is easy to understand. Americans in business are like people who are in business anywhere. They have a language of their own. Some of the words and expressions deal with the special areas of their work. Other expressions are borrowed from different kinds of work such as the theater and movie industry. 

One such saying is "get your act together." 

When things go wrong in a business, an employer may get angry. He may shout, "Stop making mistakes. Get your act together." 

Or, if the employer is calmer, he may say, "Let us get our act together." 

Either way, the meaning is the same. Getting your act together is getting organized. In business, it usually means to develop a calm and orderly plan of action. 

It is difficult to tell exactly where the saying began. But, it is probable that it was in the theater or movie industry. Perhaps one of the actors was nervous and made a lot of mistakes. The director may have said, "Calm down, now. Get your act together." 
Word expert James Rogers says the expression was common by the late nineteen seventies. Mister Rogers says the Manchester Guardian newspaper used it in nineteen seventy-eight. The newspaper said a reform policy required that the British government "get its act together." 

Now, this expression is heard often when officials of a company meet. One company even called its yearly report, "Getting Our Act Together."
The Japanese visitor was confused by another expression used by American business people. It is "cut to the chase." 

She heard that expression when she attended an important meeting of one company. One official was giving a very long report. It was not very interesting. In fact, some people at the meeting were falling asleep. 

Finally, the president of the company said, "Cut to the chase." 

Cut to the chase means to stop spending so much time on details or unimportant material. Hurry and get to the good part. 

Naturally, this saying was started by people who make movies. Hollywood movie producers believe that most Americans want to see action movies. Many of their movies show scenes in which the actors chase each other in cars, or in airplanes or on foot. 

Cut is the director's word for stop. The director means to stop filming, leave out some material, and get to the chase scene now. 

So, if your employer tells you to cut to the chase, be sure to get to the main point of your story quickly. 
	Hit: If a Student's Grades Hit Bottom, It Is Time to Hit the Books

	Popular English expressions spoken in the United States. Transcript of radio broadcast:

08 October 2006
	


Now, Words and Their Stories - a VOA Special English program about American expressions.  I'm Rich Kleinfeldt with some expressions containing the word "hit."

Hit is a small word but it has a lot of power.  Baseball players hit the ball.  Missiles hit an airplane.  A car hits a tree. 

Hit also joins with other words to create many colorful expressions.  One is hit the road. It means to travel or to leave a place, as suggested in this song, "Hit the Road."

Another common expression is hit the spot.  At first it meant hitting a spot at the center of a target with an arrow.  Someone who did so was satisfied with his shooting.  Now, hitting the spot usually means that a food or drink is especially satisfying. 

Many years ago, Pepsi Cola sold its drink with a song that began, "Pepsi Cola hits the spot, twelve full ounces, that's a lot…"

Another expression involving hit is hit bottom.  Something that has hit bottom can go no lower.  If the price of shares of a stock hits bottom that might be the time to buy it.  Its value can only go up. 

A student who tells you his grades have hit bottom is saying he has not done well in school. 

When a student's grades hit bottom it is time to hit the books.  Hit the books is another way to saying it is time to study.  A student might have to tell her friends she can not go with them to the movies because she has to hit the books. 

Not hitting the books could lead to an unpleasant situation for a student.  The father or mother may hit the ceiling when they see the low grades.  Someone who hits the ceiling, the top of the room, is violently angry.  A wife may hit the ceiling because her husband forgot their wedding anniversary. 

To build something of wood, you usually need a hammer.  That is what you use to hit nails into the pieces of wood to hold them together.  When you hit the nail on the head, exactly on its top, it goes into the wood perfectly.  And when someone says your words or actions hit the nail on the head, he means what you said or did was exactly right. 

If you are tired after hitting all those nails on the head, then it is time to hit the hay.  That expression comes from the days when people slept on beds filled with dried grass or hay. Some people slept on hay in barns where they kept their farm animals. 

Hitting the hay simply means going to bed. That is a good idea. I think I will hit the hay now.
	Money, Money, Money: Dinner Is on the House

	24 September 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Most people enjoy working for several reasons.  Their job might be fun, or they like their employer and the other people at work.  Most people I know, however, work for the money.  I do not know anyone who is loaded, or extremely rich.  Most of my friends work to earn enough money to live. They have to make ends meet.  They have to earn enough money to pay for the things they need.  Some even live from hand to mouth. They only have enough money for the most important things. 

They struggle to earn enough money to bring home the bacon.  It can be difficult to earn enough money for a family to survive. Sometimes, poor people even get caught short.  They do not have enough money to pay for what they need. 

Or they have to spend or lay out more money than they want for something. When this happens, poor people have to tighten their belts and live on less money than usual.  I hate when I have to live on less money. It takes me longer to get back on my feet, or return to good financial health. 
However, other people are on the gravy train. They get paid more money than their job is worth. These people make a bundle.  They really rake in the cash.  In fact, they make so much money that they can live high off the hog. They own the best of everything and live in great ease.  Sometimes they pay an arm and a leg for something. 
Because money is no object to wealthy people, they will pay high prices for whatever they want.  Sometimes, they even pay through the nose.  They pay too much for things. 

I am not rich. I did not make a killing in the stock market when my stocks increased in value.  Yet, I am not poor either.  When I go out with friends, I do not want to shell out or pay a lot of money.  Often, my friends and I will chip in or pay jointly for a fun night out.  When we go to restaurants the meal is Dutch treat.   Each person pays his or her own share.  

Once, the owner of a restaurant gave us a dinner on the house.  We did not have to pay for our meals. However, I admit that we had to grease someone’s palm.  We had to pay money to the employee who led us to our table.  The money was for a special request.  Yes, it was a buy off.  The employee put us at the top of the list for a table instead of making us wait like everyone else.  We had a great time that night and the meal did not set me back at all.   I did not have to pay anything.

Because of that experience, I will always remember that nice things still happen in a world that is driven by money.  But, that is just my two cents worth.  It is just my opinion. 
	More Money:  Money Can Make People Do Strange Things

	
24 September 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Many people believe that money makes the world go around.  Others believe that money buys happiness.  I do not agree with either idea. But I do admit that money can make people do strange things. Let me tell you about a person I once knew who liked to play card games for money.  He liked to gamble.   

My friend Bob had a problem because he liked to gamble at all costs.  He would play at any time and at any price. To take part in a card game such as poker, my friend would have to ante up.  He would have to pay a small amount of money at the beginning of the game. 

Bob always played with cold, hard cash --only coins and dollar bills. Sometimes my friend would clean up.  He would win a lot of money on one card game.  He liked to tell me that one day he would break the bank.  What a feeling it must be to win all of the money at a gambling table!

Other times my friend would simply break even.  He neither won nor lost money.  But sometimes Bob would lose his shirt.  He would lose all the money he had. He took a beating at the gambling table.   When this happened, my friend would have to go in the hole.  He would go into debt and owe people money.  

Recently, Bob turned to crime after losing all his money.  In his job, he kept the books for a small business.  He supervised the records of money earned and spent by the company.  Although my friend was usually honest, he decided to cook the books.  He illegally changed the financial records of the company. This permitted him to make a fast buck.  My friend made some quick, easy money dishonestly.  

I never thought Bob would have sticky fingers.  He did not seem like a thief who would steal money.  But, some people will do anything for love of money.  
Bob used the money he stole from his company to gamble again.  This time, he cashed in.  He made a lot of money.  Quickly he was back on his feet.  He had returned to good financial health.  His company, however, ended up in the red.  It lost more money than it earned.  The company was no longer profitable. 

It did not take long before my friend’s dishonesty was discovered.  The company investigated and charged him with stealing.  Bob tried to pass the buck. He tried to blame someone else for the deficit.  His lie did not work, however.  He ended up in jail.  Today, I would bet my bottom dollar that my friend will never gamble again.  I would bet all I have that he learned his lesson about gambling. 

WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, in VOA Special English, was written by Jill Moss.  I’m Faith Lapidus.

	Money:  He Hit the Jackpot

	
17 September 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

I think people everywhere dream about having lots of money.  I know I do.  I would give anything to make money hand over fist.  I would like to earn large amounts of money.  You could win a large amount of money in the United States through lotteries. People pay money for tickets with numbers. If your combination of numbers is chosen, you win a huge amount of money – often in the millions.  Winning the lottery is a windfall. 

A few years ago, my friend Al won the lottery.  It changed his life.  He did not have a rich family.  He was not born with a silver spoon in his mouth.   Instead, my friend was always hard up for cash. He did not have much money.  And the money he did earn was chicken feed – very little.

Sometimes Al even had to accept hand-outs, gifts from his family and friends.   But do not get me wrong.  My friend was not a deadbeat.  He was not the kind of person who never paid the money he owed.  He simply pinched pennies.  He was always very careful with the money he spent. In fact, he was often a cheapskate.  He did not like to spend money.  The worst times were when he was flat broke and had no money at all.
One day, Al scraped together a few dollars for a lottery ticket.  He thought he would never strike it rich or gain lots of money unexpectedly.  But his combination of numbers was chosen and he won the lottery.  He hit the jackpot.  He won a great deal of money. 
Al was so excited. The first thing he did was buy a costly new car. He splurged on the one thing that he normally would not buy.  Then he started spending money on unnecessary things.  He started to waste it.  It was like he had money to burn.  He had more money than he needed and it was burning a hole in his pocket so he spent it quickly.

When we got together for a meal at a restaurant, Al paid ever time.  He would always foot the bill, and pick up the tab.   He told me the money made him feel like a million dollars.  He was very happy.

But, Al spent too much money. Soon my friend was down and out again.  He had no money left. He was back to being strapped for cash.  He had spent his bottom dollar, his very last amount.  He did not even build up a nest egg.  He had not saved any of the money.

I admit I do feel sorry for my friend.  He had enough money to live like a king.  Instead, he is back to living on a shoestring -- a very low budget.  Some might say he is penny wise and pound foolish.  He was wise about small things, but not about important things.

	Rocket Scientist: You Do Not Have to Be Extremely Intelligent to Understand This

	10 September 2006
	


Hello. I'm Phil Murray with Words and Their Stories, a program in Special English. 

"You do not need to be a rocket scientist. . . "  Americans hear these words often. People say them in schools, offices and factories. Broadcasters on radio and television use them. 

This is how you might hear the words used. 

Workers in an office are afraid to try to use their new computer system. Their employer tells them not to be foolish. "You do not need to be a rocket scientist to learn this," he says. 

Or, high school students cannot seem to understand something their teacher is explaining. "Come on," she says. You do not need to be a rocket scientist to understand this." 

Or, a company that makes soap is trying to sell its product on television. "You do not need to be a rocket scientist to see that our soap cleans better," the company says. 

These words send a strong message. They say that you do not need to be extremely intelligent to understand something. 

How did the expression begin? 

No one seems to know for sure. But an official of the American space agency, NASA, says the expression just grew. It grew, he says, because rocket scientists probably are the most intelligent people around. 

Not everyone would agree. 

Some people might be considered more intelligent than rocket scientists.  For example, a person who speaks and reads fifteen languages, or a medical doctor who operates on the brain. 

Still, many people would agree that there is something special about scientists who build rockets. Maybe it has to do with the mystery of space travel. 

Moving pictures from before World War Two showed a man named Buck Rogers landing on the planet Mars. He was a hero who could defeat any enemy from outer space. 

The rocket scientist is a different kind of hero. He or she makes space travel possible. 

Rocket scientists, however, can have problems just like everyone else. 

A Washington rocket scientist tells about a launch that was postponed many, many times. Finally, everything seemed right.  Mechanical failures had been repaired. The weather was good. 

The scientists had planned that part of the rocket would fall into the ocean after the launch. All ships and boats within many kilometers of the danger area had been warned. But in the last few seconds a small boat entered the area. Once again, the launch was postponed. 

When the work goes well, most rocket scientists enjoy their jobs. One scientist said, "As a child I loved to build rockets. Now I am grown. I still love to build rockets. And now I get paid for it." 

	Computer Terms:  Good Hackers, Bad Hackers and Busy Bloggers

	03 September 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program Words and Their Stories.

Computer technology has become a major part of people’s lives. This technology has its own special words. One example is the word mouse.   A computer mouse is not a small animal that lives in buildings and open fields.  It is a small device that you move around on a flat surface in front of a computer.  The mouse moves the pointer, or cursor, on the computer screen.

Computer expert Douglas Engelbart developed the idea for the mouse in the early nineteen sixties.  The first computer mouse was a carved block of wood with two metal wheels. It was called a mouse because it had a tail at one end. The tail was the wire that connected it to the computer. 

Using a computer takes some training.  People who are experts are sometimes called hackers.  A hacker is usually a person who writes software programs in a special computer language.  But the word hacker is also used to describe a person who tries to steal information from computer systems. 

Another well known computer word is Google, spelled g-o-o-g-l-e.  It is the name of a popular search engine for the Internet.  People use the search engine to find information about almost any subject on the Internet.  The people who started the company named it Google because in mathematics, googol, spelled g-o-o-g-o-l, is an extremely large number.  It is the number one followed by one hundred zeros.  

When you Google a subject, you can get a large amount of information about it. Some people like to Google their friends or themselves to see how many times their name appears on the Internet.

If you google someone, you might find that person’s name on a blog.  A blog is the shortened name for a Web log.  A blog is a personal Web page.  It may contain stories, comments, pictures and links to other Web sites. Some people add information to their blogs every day.  People who have blogs are called bloggers.

Blogs are not the same as spam.  Spam is unwanted sales messages sent to your electronic mailbox.  The name is based on a funny joke many years ago on a British television show, “Monty Python’s Flying Circus.”  

Some friends are at an eating place that only serves a processed meat product from the United States called Spam.  Every time the friends try to speak, another group of people starts singing the word Spam very loudly.  

This interferes with the friends’ discussion – just as unwanted sales messages interfere with communication over the Internet.

(MUSIC)
	Heart to Heart:  Let's Get to the Heart of Matter

	
27 August 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Each week, this program explains the many meanings of English expressions. Today’s expressions include a very important word – “heart.” We will try to “get to the heart of the matter” to better understand the most important thing about words and their stories. So “take heart.” Have no fear about learning new expressions. Besides, popular English words can be fun. There is no need for a “heavy heart.” Such feelings of sadness would only “break my heart,” or make me feel unhappy and hopeless. 

Now, let us suppose you and I were speaking freely about something private. We would be having a “heart to heart” discussion. I might speak from “the bottom of my heart,” or say things honestly and truthfully. I might even “open up my heart” to you and tell a secret. I would speak with “all my heart,” or with great feeling. 

When a person shares her feelings freely and openly like this, you might say she “wears her heart on her sleeve,” or on her clothing. Her emotions are not protected. 

If we had an honest discussion, both of us would know that the other person’s “heart is in the right place.” For example, I would know that you are a “kind-hearted” and well-meaning person. And, if you are a very good person, I would even say that you have “a heart of gold.” However, you might have a “change of heart” based on what I tell you.  Our discussion might cause you to change the way you feel about something. 

But, let us suppose you get angry over what I tell you. Or worse, you feel no sympathy or understanding for me or my situation. If this happens, I might think that you have a “heart of stone.” And, if you say something to make me frightened or worried, my “heart might stand still” or “skip a beat.” 

Yet, even though you may be angry, I would know that “at heart,” you are a kind person. In reality, you do care. And any argument between us would not cause me to “lose heart” or feel a sense of loss. 

“My heart goes out” to anyone who loses a friend over an argument. It really is a sad situation, and I feel sympathy for the people involved. 

I promise that what I have told you today is true – “cross my heart.”
I really wanted to play some music at the end of this feature. In fact, “I had my heart set on it.” So here it is, a song called “Don’t Go Breaking my Heart” by Elton John. 

	Couch Potato: Life as a Full-time Television Watcher

	
20 August 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Some unusual words describe how a person spends his or her time. For example, someone who likes to spend a lot of time sitting or lying down while watching television is sometimes called a “couch potato.” A couch is a piece of furniture that people sit on while watching television. 

Robert Armstrong, an artist from California, developed the term couch potato in nineteen-seventy-six. Several years later, he listed the term as a trademark with the United States government. Mister Armstrong also helped write a funny book about life as a full-time television watcher. It is called the “Official Couch Potato Handbook.” 

Couch potatoes enjoy watching television just as “mouse potatoes” enjoy working on computers. A computer mouse is the device that moves the pointer, or cursor, on a computer screen. The description of mouse potato became popular in nineteen-ninety-three. American writer Alice Kahn is said to have invented the term to describe young people who spend a lot of time using computers.

Too much time inside the house using a computer or watching television can cause someone to get “cabin fever.” A cabin is a simple house usually built far away from the city. People go to a cabin to relax and enjoy quiet time. 

Cabin fever is not really a disease. However, people can experience boredom and restlessness if they spend too much time inside their homes. This is especially true during the winter when it is too cold or snowy to do things outside. Often children get cabin fever if they cannot go outside to play. So do their parents. This happens when there is so much snow that schools and even offices and stores are closed. 

Some people enjoy spending a lot of time in their homes to make them nice places to live. This is called “nesting” or “cocooning.”  Birds build nests out of sticks to hold their eggs and baby birds. Some insects build cocoons around themselves for protection while they grow and change. Nests and cocoons provide security for wildlife. So people like the idea of nests and cocoons, too.

The terms cocooning and nesting became popular more than twenty years ago. They describe people buying their first homes and filling them with many things.  These people then had children. 

Now these children are grown and have “left the nest.” They are in college. Or they are married and starting families of their own far away. Now these parents are living alone without children in their “empty nest.”  They have become “empty nesters.”
(MUSIC) 

This VOA Special English program, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, was written by Jill Moss. I’m Faith Lapidus.

	Baseball Terms: This Is a Whole New Ballgame

	
13 August 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Baseball is America’s national sport. So it is not unusual that many popular expressions come from baseball.  But first, let me explain a little about the game. 

Each baseball team has nine players. The pitcher of one team throws the ball to a batter from the other team.  The batter attempts to hit the ball. If he misses, it is called a strike. If a batter gets three strikes, he loses his turn at bat and is called out.  The batter also is out if he hits the ball in the air and an opposing player catches it.  But if the batter hits the ball and it is not caught, the batter tries to run to one or more of the four bases on the field. The batter can run to all four bases if he hits the ball over the fence or out of the ballpark.  Such a hit is called a homerun. 

Now, here are some common expressions from baseball. Someone who is “on the ball” is intelligent and able to do a good job. But a person who “threw a curve ball” did something unexpected.  Someone who “steps up to the plate” is ready to do his or her job. A “pinch hitter” takes the place of someone else at a job or activity. 

A person who “strikes out” or “goes down swinging” attempted something but failed. We also might tell the person that “three strikes and you are out.”  But someone who “hit a homerun” or “hit it out of the park” did something extremely well. 

Sometimes I have to give information quickly, without time to think it over. Then I would say something “right off the bat.” If someone is doing an extremely good job and is very successful, you might say he or she is “batting one thousand.” 
If I say I want to “touch base” with you, I will talk to you from time to time about something we plan to do. I might say I “touched all the bases” if I did what is necessary to complete a job or activity. And if I “covered my bases” I was well prepared. However, someone who is “way off base” did something wrong or maybe even dishonest or immoral. A person with strange ideas might be described as “out in left field.”
Let us say I want to sell my car but I do not know exactly how much it is worth. If someone asks me the price, I might give “a ballpark figure” or “a ballpark estimate.” 
If someone offers me an amount that is close to my selling price, I might say the amount is “in the ballpark.” However, if I say “we are not in the same ballpark,” I mean we cannot agree because my ideas are too different from yours. 

Finally, when a situation changes completely, we say “that is a whole new ballgame.”
	Let's Do Business: I Made a Sweetheart Deal Last Week

	Jill Moss 
05 August 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

There are many special terms in the world of business. 

The following story is about a sweetheart deal which I made last week. I made the deal with a friend, and we both made a profit. 

I had started a small company several years ago. I worked hard to make it successful. It was a sign-making business. It was a small compay, not a blue chip company. It was not known nationally for the quality of its signs. It did not make millions of dollars in profits.  And it was private.  It was not a public company with shares traded on the stock market. 

Still, I worked hard building up my business. I did not work only a few hours each day -- no banker’s hours for me. Instead I spent many hours each day, seven days a week, trying to grow the company. I never cut corners or tried to save on expenses. I made many cold calls. I called on possible buyers from a list of people I had never seen. Such calls were often hard sells. I had to be very firm. 

Sometimes I sold my signs at a loss. I did not make money on my product. When this happened, there were cut backs.  I had to use fewer supplies and reduce the number of workers. But after several years, the company broke even.  Profits were equal to expenses.  And soon after, I began to gain ground. My signs were selling very quickly. They were selling like hotcakes. 

I was happy. The company was moving forward and making real progress. It was in the black, not in the red. The company was making money, not losing it.

My friend knew about my business. He is a leader in the sign-making industry – a real big gun, if you know what I mean. He offered to buy my company. My friend wanted to take it public. He wanted to sell shares in the company to the general public. 

My friend believed it was best to strike while the iron is hot. He wanted to take action at the best time possible and not wait. He offered me a ball park estimate of the amount he would pay to buy my company.  But I knew his uneducated guess was low.  My company was worth much more.  He asked his bean-counter to crunch the numbers. That is, he asked his accountant to take a close look at the finances of my company and decide how much it was worth. Then my friend increased his offer. 

My friend’s official offer was finally given to me in black and white. It was written on paper and more than I ever dreamed. I was finally able to get a break.  I made a huge profit on my company, and my friend also got a bang for the buck.  He got a successful business for the money he spent. 

(MUSIC) 

	All About Names: An Average Joe Was Walking Down the Street

	Jill Moss 
30 July 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

A person’s name is very important. Some names also have special meanings in popular American expressions. To better understand what I mean, sit back and listen. You might even want to get a cup of Joe, I mean, a cup of coffee.

One day, an average Joe was walking down the street. An average Joe is a common person – either male or female. This average Joe was lost. He did not know Jack about where he was going. By this, I mean he did not know anything about where to find things in the city.

So average Joe asked John Q. Public for directions to the nearest bank. John Q. Public is also a common person – male or female. 

“Jeez Louise,” said John Q. Public. This is an expression of surprise. “Jeez Louise, don’t you know that all banks are closed today? It is Saturday.”

“For Pete’s sake,” said average Joe. This is also an expression used to show a feeling like surprise or disappointment.

“For Pete’s sake. I do not believe you,” said average Joe. He was being a doubting Thomas, someone who does not believe anything he is told. 

At that moment, Joe Blow was walking down the street with a woman. Joe Blow is also an expression for a common man. Now this Joe Blow was NOT walking next to a plain Jane. A plain Jane is a woman who is neither ugly nor pretty. She is simply plain. No, the woman with Joe Blow was a real Sheila – a beautiful woman. 

Average Joe asked the woman if all banks were closed on Saturday.  “No way, Jose,” she answered. This is a way of saying “no.” “No way, Jose.  Many banks are open on Saturdays.”

Average Joe did not know either of these two people from Adam.  That is, he did not know them at all. But he followed their directions to the nearest bank. 

When he arrived, he walked to the desk of the chief bank employee.  Now this man was a true Jack of all trades.  He knew how to do everything. 

“I am here to withdraw some money so I can pay my taxes to Uncle Sam,” said average Joe. Uncle Sam represents the United States government. The banker produced some papers and told average Joe to sign his John Hancock at the bottom. A John Hancock is a person’s signed name – a signature. Historically, John Hancock was one of the signers of the United States Declaration of Independence. Hancock had a beautiful signature and signed his name larger than all the others. 

As average Joe left the bank he began to sing.  But sadly, average Joe was not a good singer.  He was a Johnny One Note.   He could only sing one note.  
	Nose and Ears: He Has His Nose In the Air

	Jill Moss 
23 July 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

A person’s nose is important for breathing and smelling. The nose is also used in many popular expressions.  

Some people are able to “lead other people by the nose.” For example, if a wife “leads her husband by the nose,” she makes him do whatever she wants him to do.

Some people are said to be “hard-nosed.” They will not change their opinions or positions on anything. If someone is hard-nosed, chances are he will never “pay through the nose”, or pay too much money, for an object or service.

It is always helpful when people “keep their nose out of other people’s business.” They do not interfere.  The opposite of this is someone who “noses around” all the time. This kind of person is interested in other people’s private matters. He is considered “nosey.”
Someone who keeps his “nose to the grindstone” works very hard.  This can help a worker “keep his nose clean” or stay out of trouble.  

One unusual expression is “that is no skin off my nose.” This means that a situation does not affect or concern me.  We also say that sometimes a person “cuts off his nose to spite his face.”  That is, he makes a situation worse for himself by doing something foolish because he is angry. 

More problems can develop if a person “looks down his nose” at someone or something. The person acts like something is unimportant or worthless. This person might also “turn up his nose” at something that he considers not good enough. This person thinks he is better than everyone else. He has his “nose in the air.”
In school, some students “thumb their nose” at their teacher. They refuse to obey orders or do any work.  Maybe these students do not know the correct answers. My mother always told me, if you study hard, the answers should be “right under your nose” or easily seen. 

I think we have explained the “nose” expressions. What about ears? Well, I hope you are “all ears”, or very interested in hearing more expressions. We might even “put a bug in your ear,” or give you an idea about something. We also advise you to “keep your ear to the ground.” This means to be interested in what is happening around you and what people are thinking. 

If you are a good person, you will “lend an ear” to your friends.  You will listen to them when they have a problem they need to talk about. Our last expression is to “play it by ear.” This has two meanings. One is to play a song on a musical instrument by remembering the tune and not by reading the music. “Play it by ear” also means to decide what to do at the last minute instead of making detailed plans. 

	Mouth Expressions: You Took the Words Right Out of My Mouth

	Jill Moss 
16 July 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

People use their mouths for many things. They eat, talk, shout and sing. They smile and they kiss. In the English language, there are many expressions using the word mouth. But some of them are not so nice.

For example, if you say bad things about a person, the person might protest and say “Do not bad mouth me.”
Sometimes, people say something to a friend or family member that they later regret because hurts that person’s feelings. Or they tell the person something they were not supposed to tell.  

The speaker might say: “I really put my foot in my mouth this time.” If this should happen, the speaker might feel “down in the mouth.” In other words, he might feel sad for saying the wrong thing. 

Another situation is when someone falsely claims another person said something. The other person might protest: “I did not say that. Do not put words in my mouth.” 
Information is often spread through “word of mouth.” This is general communication between people, like friends talking to each other. “How did you hear about that new movie?” someone might ask. “Oh, by word of mouth.” A more official way of getting information is through a company or government “mouthpiece.” This is an official spokesperson. Government-run media could also be called a “mouthpiece.” 

Sometimes when one person is speaking, he says the same thing that his friend was going to say. When this happens, the friend might say: “You took the words right out of my mouth!” Sometimes a person has a bad or unpleasant experience with another person. He might say that experience “left a bad taste in my mouth.” Or the person might have had a very frightening experience, like being chased by an angry dog. He might say: “I had my heart in my mouth.”
Some people have lots of money because they were born into a very rich family. There is an expression for this, too. You might say such a person “was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.”
This rich person is the opposite of a person who lives “from hand to mouth.” This person is very poor and only has enough money for the most important things in life, like food. 

Parents might sometimes withhold sweet food from a child as a form of punishment for saying bad things.  For example, if a child says things she should not say to her parents, she might be described as “a mouthy child.” The parents might even tell the child “to stop mouthing off.” 
But enough of all this talk. I have been “running my mouth” long enough.

(MUSIC) 

	More Words About Clothes: I Am Not Talking Through My Hat

	Written by Jill Moss 
11 June 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Last week, I explained some English expressions about clothes.   Everything I told you was true. I did not talk through my hat or say something without knowing the facts. 

Everyone knows there are many English expressions about clothes. There is no need to keep it a secret, or to keep it under your hat. In fact, if I keep talking, soon enough you will start to think I am an old hat about this -- a real expert. Do not be fooled, though. My friends sometimes call me a wolf in sheep’s clothing. This is someone who acts like a good person, but is really a bad person. 

I’m not really a bad person. But I do love clothes. It is always fun to get dressed up. I look great in my best clothes. When I put them on, I feel decked out. You might say when I wear my best clothes, I am dressed to the nines or dressed to the teeth. In fact, my husband says I look dressed to kill. Of course, I would never kill anyone.  But, there is something special about putting on clothes that are pleasing to the eye. 

My best clothes are not modern or fashionable. Maybe someday they will come into fashion. But I really do not care. They certainly look better on me than my birthday suit. Did you know that everyone has a birthday suit? You wear it when are wearing no clothes at all. Babies are born wearing their birthday suits. 

I am very careful with my clothes. I handle them with kid gloves. I try not to get them dirty or torn. Most of my clothes fit like a glove. They fit perfectly.  But when I eat too much, I feel like my clothes might burst at the seams. My clothes feel too restrictive and tight. 

Some of the clothes I like best are hand-me-downs. My older sister gave them to me when she no longer wanted them. Hand-me-downs are great because clothes often cost too much money. I live on a shoestring. I have a very small budget and little money to spend on clothes. However, my sister has a lot of money to spend on clothes. Maybe someday the shoe will be on the other foot. The opposite will be true. I will have a lot of money to buy clothes and my sister will get hand-me-downs from me.  

I admit I dream of being rich. I dream that someday I will be able to live like a rich person. I will know what it is like to walk in another person’s shoes. Some of my friends got rich by riding someone else’s coat tails.  They are successful today as a result of someone else being successful. But, I believe you should never criticize others for something you would do yourself. What is said about someone else can also be said about you. Remember, if the shoe fits, wear it.
(MUSIC) 

	Words About Clothes: Let's See If I Can Name a Few Off the Cuff

	Written by Jill Moss 
04 June 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Have you ever considered all the English expressions that include words about clothes? Let’s see if I can name a few off the cuff, or without any preparation.

People wear pants to cover the lower part of their bodies. We sometimes say that people who are restless or nervous have ants in their pants. They might also fly by the seat of their pants. They use their natural sense to do something instead of their learned knowledge. Sometimes, people may get caught with their pants down. They are found doing something they should not be doing. And, in every family, one person takes control. Sometimes a wife tells her husband what to do. Then we say she wears the pants in the family. 

Pants usually have pockets to hold things. Money that is likely to be spent quickly can burn a hole in your pocket. Sometimes you need a belt to hold up your pants. If you have less money than usual, you may have to tighten your belt.  You may have to live on less money and spend your money carefully.   But once you have succeeded in budgeting your money, you will have that skill under your belt.
I always praise people who can save their money and not spend too much. I really take my hat off to them. Yet, when it comes to my own money, I spend it at the drop of a hat – immediately, without waiting. And sadly, you cannot pull money out of a hat. You cannot get money by inventing or imagining it.

Boots are a heavy or strong kind of shoes. People who are too big for their boots think they are more important than they really are. I dislike such people. I really do. You can bet your boots on that. Yet, truly important people are hard to replace.  Rarely can you fill their shoes or replace them with someone equally effective. 

My father is an important person. He runs a big company. He wears a suit and tie and a shirt with sleeves that cover his arms. Some people who do not know him well think he is too firm and severe. They think he is a real stuffed shirt. But I know that my father wears his heart on his sleeve. He shows his feelings openly. And, he knows how to keep his shirt on. He stays calm and never gets angry or too excited. 

Also, my father has never lost his shirt in a business deal. He is too smart to lose all or most of his money. This is because my father rolls up his sleeves and prepares to work hard.  He often has a special plan or answer to a problem that he can use if he needs it.  He is like a person who does magic tricks. We say he has a card up his sleeve. 

	Bird Words:  Someone Who Eats Like a Bird Eats Very Little

	Written by Jill Moss 
21 May 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

Today we explain some expressions about birds.  For example, if something is for the birds, it is worthless or not very interesting.  Someone who eats like a bird eats very little.  And a birds-eye view is a general look at an area from above. 

Did you know that if you tell a young person about the birds and the bees you are explaining about sex and birth?   Have you ever observed that birds of a feather flock together?  In other words, people who are similar become friends or do things together.  Here is some good advice: a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.  This means you should not risk losing something you have by trying to get more of something you do not have.

Sometimes I can do two things by performing only one action.  This is called killing two birds with one stone.  But I would never really kill any birds. I love all kinds of animals. This is a real feather in my cap.  It is something to be proud of. 

Most of the people I work with are early birds. They believe that the early bird catches the worm.  They think that a person who gets up early in the morning for work has the best chance of success.  Everyone in my office works hard, but some people have had their wings clipped.  Their jobs have been limited.  This is because the office is organized by pecking order.  People with more years and experience are given more responsibility.

Some bird expressions are about crows, chickens and ducks. For example, when I am driving, I always travel as the crow flies.  I go the most direct way.  Anyone who eats crow has to admit a mistake or defeat. 

Now let’s talk about my sister. She is not very young.  She is no spring chicken. She will work any job for chicken feed -- a small amount of money.  She is easily frightened. For example, she is too chicken-livered to walk down a dark street alone at night.  Often she will chicken out – she will not go out alone at night.

My sister was an ugly duckling.  She looked strange when she was a child, but she grew up to be a beautiful woman.  Sometimes she thinks too much about having something in the future before she really has it.  She counts her chickens before they are hatched.   Sometimes her chickens come home to roost.  That means her actions or words cause trouble for her.  However, my sister does not worry about what people say about her.  Criticism falls off her like water off a duck’s back. 

Politicians are sometimes considered lame ducks after losing an election. They have little time left in office and not much power. Congress holds a lame duck session after an election.  Important laws are not passed during this period. 

	Back, Shoulders and Chest:  A Pat on the Back for a Job Well Done

	Written by Jill Moss 
14 May 2006
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

There are many American expressions that use parts of the body.  These include the eyes, ears, nose, mouth and even the heart. Today we will tell you some expressions that use other body parts – the back, shoulders and chest. 

When I am facing a lot of pressure at work, my back and neck will start to hurt.  Sometimes, this tension is the result of too much work.  I have too many things to do because my supervisor is on my back all the time.   In other words, my employer is always telling me to do things.   

Sometimes, I want to tell my employer to get off my back!   I want her to stop criticizing me and making too many demands on my time.   I can not say this, however.   I would never turn my back on her and refuse to help when there is a need.   If I did refuse to help, my supervisor might say bad things about me behind my back.  She might criticize me when I am not present.  This would surely be a stab in the back.  It is never kind to unfairly harm or say bad things about other people. 

Sometimes, when I am very productive in my job, my employer gives me a pat on the back.  She praises my work.  She might even say “I will scratch your back if you will scratch mine.”   This means she will do something for me, if I do something helpful for her in exchange.   Such an offer usually comes straight from the shoulder.  My supervisor has a very direct, open and honest way of speaking.   

I know that my employer carries a lot on her shoulders.  She is responsible for many things at the office.   And because she is so important, she sometimes gets to rub shoulders with the top officials.  She gets to spend time with some very important people.  

I believe the top official values my supervisor.  He never gives her the cold shoulder.  He is never unfriendly to her.  He always treats her like she is an important part of the organization. 

I also value my supervisor.  In fact, I think she is very effective in her job.  Of course, I could yell my opinion at the top of my lungs, or as loudly as I possibly could.   It might even feel good to get my emotions off my chest.  It is always helpful to tell people how you feel so that your emotions do not trouble you.  
But it is not necessary for me to praise my supervisor.  Most of my co-workers feel the exact same way about her.  So, I think I will just save my breath. I will keep silent because talking or repeating myself will not do any good. 

	Dog Talk: Life in a Dog-Eat-Dog World

	On WORDS AND THEIR STORIES: Dog-related expressions. 
26 May 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.
(MUSIC)

Most dogs in the United States seem to have an easy life.  They sleep a lot and get fed often. People take their dogs for a walk two times a day and also let them play outside.  Dogs get medical care when they are sick or injured.  What a great life!  Right?  Well, we say people with a similar, carefree existence enjoy a dog’s life.  They have no troubles or responsibilities.  They can come and go as they please, sleep all day, and never have to work. 

But not everyone has it so easy.  In fact, some people say we live in a dog-eat-dog world.  That means many people are competing for the same things, like good jobs.  They say that to be successful, a person has to work like a dog. This means they have to work very, very hard. Such hard work can make people dog-tired.  And, the situation would be even worse if they became sick as a dog.  

Still, people say every dog has its day. This means that every person enjoys a successful period during his or her life.  To be successful, people often have to learn new skills.  Yet, some people say that you can never teach an old dog new tricks.  They believe that older people do not like to learn new things and will not change the way they do things. 

Some people are compared to dogs in bad ways.  People who are unkind or uncaring can be described as meaner than a junkyard dog.  Junkyard dogs live in places where people throw away things they do not want.  Mean dogs are often used to guard this property.  They bark or attack people who try to enter the property.  However, sometimes a person appears to be mean and threatening but is really not so bad.  We say his bark is worse than his bite. 
A junkyard is not a fun place for a dog.  Many dogs in the United States sleep in safe little houses near their owners’ home.  These doghouses provide shelter. Yet they can be cold and lonely in the winter.  

Husbands and wives use this doghouse term when they are angry at each other.  For example, a woman might get angry at her husband for coming home late or forgetting their wedding anniversary.  She might tell him that he is in the doghouse.   She may not treat him nicely until he apologizes.  However, the husband may decide that it is best to leave things alone and not create more problems.  He might decide to let sleeping dogs lie. 
Dog expressions also are used to describe the weather. The dog days of summer are the hottest days of the year.  A rainstorm may cool the weather.  But we do not want it to rain too hard. We do not want it to rain cats and dogs.  

(MUSIC) 

This VOA Special English program, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, was written by Jill Moss.  I’m Faith Lapidus.

	More Numbers: Two Heads Are Better Than One

	A number of English expressions using numbers. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
19 May 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Last week, I told about the number one.  Today, I will tell about expressions using other numbers. 

Some problems are difficult to solve. But there are a lot of number expressions that can help. For example, if we put two and two together, we might come up with the right answer. We know that two heads are better than one.  It is always better to work with another person to solve a problem.  

Sometimes there are no two ways about it.  Some problems have only one solution. You cannot be of two minds over this.  

But with any luck, we could solve the problem in two shakes of a lamb’s tail.  We could have our answers quickly and easily.

Sometimes we can kill two birds with one stone. That is, we can complete two goals with only one effort or action. But we must remember that two wrongs don’t make a right.  If someone does something bad to you, you should not do the same to him. 

If you are going out with your girlfriend, or boyfriend, you do not want another friend to go along on your date.  You can just say to your friend: two’s company, three’s a crowd. 

When I was a young child in school, I had to learn the three R’s.  These important skills are reading, writing and arithmetic.  These three words do not all start with the letter “R.”  But they have the sound of “R.”  My teachers used to give three cheers when I did well in math.  They gave praise and approval for a job well done.  

Some of my friends were confused and did not understand their schoolwork. They were at sixes and sevens.  In fact, they did not care if they finished high school.  They saw little difference between the two choices.  Six of one, half a dozen the other – that was their position.  But they were really happy when they completed their studies and graduated from high school. They were in seventh heaven. They were on cloud nine. 

Nine times out of ten, students who do well in school find good jobs.  Some work in an office doing the same things every day at nine-to-five jobs.  You do not have to dress to the nines, or wear your best clothes, for this kind of work.

Last year, one of my friends applied for a better job at her office.  I did not think she would get it.  I thought she had a hundred to one shot at the job.  Other people at her office thought her chances were a million to one.   One reason was that she had been caught catching forty winks at the office.  She slept at her desk for short periods during the day.  But her supervisor appointed her to the new job at the eleventh hour -- at the very last minute.  I guess her lucky number came up.  
	Numbers: I, for One, Use These Expressions Often

	A number of terms based on the number one. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　12 May 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program WORDS AND THEIR STORIES.

Today I will tell about expressions using numbers. Let us start with the number one.   Numbers can be tricky. On the one hand, they are simply numbers. On the other hand, they have meanings. I for one use these expressions a lot. 

Many people consider themselves number one, the most important person. They are always looking out for number one and taking care of number one. It is as if they are the one and only person on Earth. Some people however, are not so self-centered. My brother is such a person. It is true – no joke. I am not trying to pull a fast one on you.  

First, you have to understand that my brother is one in a million. He is such a nice person. All his friends like him. They consider him one of the boys. Recently, my brother had a bad day at the office. It was just one of those days. Nothing went right. So he stopped at a local bar -- a drinking place -- after leaving work. My brother planned to have a glass of beer with his friends -- a quick one –  before he went home. But a quick one turned into one or two, and soon those became one too many.
As my brother was leaving, he ordered a last drink -- one for the road. His friends became concerned. One by one, they asked him if he was able to drive home safely.

Now my brother is a wise and calm person. He is at one with himself. He recognizes when he has had too much alcohol to drink. So he accepted an offer for a ride home from a female friend. 

At one time in the past, my brother had been in love with this woman. She is a great person -- kind, thoughtful and intelligent -- all good qualities rolled up into one. But sadly their relationship did not work. He always used to say "One of these days, I am going to marry this girl." But that never happened. 

For one thing, she did not love him as much as he loved her. It was just one of those things. The situation was regrettable and my brother had to accept it. But even now, he considers her the one that got away.  
However, they are still friends. And because my brother had been kind to her, she felt that one good turn deserves another. He was good to her and she wanted to help him in return. So she drove him home. 

If my brother had driven home from the bar that night, his number would have been up. Something bad would have happened. Thankfully he made it home safely. And, he and the woman are back to square one. They are back to where they started – being friends. 

(MUSIC)

This VOA Special English program, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, was written by Jill Moss. I’m Faith Lapidus.

	Medical Terms: A Clean Bill of Health From the Doctor

	Everyday expressions we use to describe someone's health. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
05 May 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Many professions have their own words and expressions.  This is true for the medical profession. Doctors use many technical terms that most people do not understand. But there are also expressions we use every day to tell about a person’s health.  Let me explain.

Last month, I was not feeling well.  I was under the weather.  I thought I had caught a cold.  I had a runny nose, itchy eyes, a sore throat and a cough.  I felt tired and run down.  I was in poor condition because I had not been getting enough rest. 

My body hurt all over.  I also had severe head pains -- a real splitting headache.  And I was running a fever.   My body temperature was higher than normal.

At one point, I blacked out.  That’s right, I was out cold.  I lost consciousness and my friend had to bring me around.  He used cold water on my face to restore my consciousness.  

I grew concerned that I might take a turn for the worse.  I did not want to become sicker because then surely I would be at death’s door.  
My friend took me to the doctor.  I told the doctor I thought I had come down with a cold. When the doctor saw me, she immediately wanted to run some tests.  She said that medical tests would help her discover why I was sick.  The doctor also asked when I had my last physical.  I do not get yearly check-ups.  But I probably should get a medical exam by a doctor every year.

Then the nurse drew my blood. She used a needle to take a small amount of blood from my arm.  She sent it to a laboratory for tests.  The nurse also took my temperature.  She used a thermometer to measure my body temperature.

The doctor told me I had influenza, or the flu.  But she told me I would recover soon.  She said I was over the worst of the disease. She told me to rest at home and to stay away from other people because the flu can spread.  It is contagious.

Thankfully, I did not have to go under the knife.  I did not need an operation.  Instead, I did just what the doctor ordered.  I went home and did exactly what was needed to become healthy again.  Soon, I was on the mend.  I was pulling through and recovering from my sickness.  

Now, I am back on my feet.  I am physically healthy again.  Even better, the doctor has given me a clean bill of health.   She says that I am one-hundred percent cured.  I am back to normal and I feel great.  In fact, I feel on top of the world.  My friends say I now look like the picture of health.
	Bigwig: Such an Important Person

	Terms for people who are powerful, at least in their own mind. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　29 April 2007
	


Now, the Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

(MUSIC)

Some expressions describe people who are important, or at least who think they are. One such expression is, bigwig.

In the seventeenth century, important men in Europe began to wear false hair, called wigs. As years passed, wigs began to get bigger. The size of a man's wig depended on how important he was. The more important he was -- or thought he was -- the bigger the wig he wore. Some wigs were so large they covered a man's shoulders or back. 

Today, the expression bigwig is used to make fun of a person who feels important. People never tell someone he is a bigwig. They only use the expression behind his back. 

Big wheel is another way to describe an important person. A big wheel may be head of a company, a political leader, a famous doctor. They are big wheels because they are powerful. What they do affects many persons. Big wheels give the orders. Other people carry them out. As in many machines, a big wheel makes the little wheels turn. 

Big wheel became a popular expression after World War Two. It probably comes from an expression used for many years by people who fix the mechanical parts of cars and trucks. They said a person "rolled a big wheel" if he was important and had influence. 

The top of something is the highest part. So it is not surprising that top is part of another expression that describes an important person. The expression is, top banana.  A top banana is the leading person in a comedy show. The best comedian is called the top banana. The next is second banana. And so on.

Why a banana? A comedy act in earlier days often included a part where one of the comedians would hit the others over the head with a soft object shaped like a banana fruit.

Top banana still is used mainly in show business. But the expression also can be used to describe the top person in any area.

A kingpin is another word for an important person. The expression comes from the game of bowling. The kingpin is the number one pin. If hit correctly with the bowling ball, the kingpin will make all the other nine pins fall. And that is the object of the game. 

So, the most important person in a project or business is the kingpin.  If the kingpin is removed, the business or project will likely fail. 

Kingpin is often used to describe an important criminal, or the leader of a criminal gang. A newspaper may report, for example, that police have arrested the suspected kingpin of a car-stealing operation. 

	A Chip on Your Shoulder:  What Are You Going to Do About It?

	What it means when people are said to have a chip on their shoulder. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
15 April 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Every week at this time we tell the story of words and expressions used in American English. Some of them are old. Some are new. Together, they form the living speech of the American people.

Some popular expressions are a mystery. No one is sure how they developed. One of these is the expression, carry a chip on your shoulder.  A person with a chip on his shoulder is a problem for anybody who must deal with him.  He seems to be expecting trouble. Sometimes he seems to be saying, “I’m not happy about anything, but what are you going to do about it?”

A chip is a small piece of something, like a chip of wood. How did this chip get on a person’s shoulder?  Well, experts say the expression appears to have been first used in the United States more than one hundred years ago. 

One writer believes that the expression might have come from an old saying. The saying warns against striking too high, or a chip might fall into your eye.  That could be good advice. If you strike high up on a tree with an axe, the chip of wood that is cut off will fall into your eye. The saying becomes a warning about the dangers of attacking people who are in more important positions than you are. 

Later, in the United States, some people would put a real chip on their shoulder as a test. They wanted to start a fight. They would wait for someone to be brave enough to try to hit it off. 

The word chip appears in a number of special American expressions. Another is chip off the old block. This means that a child is exactly like a parent.

This expression goes back at least to the early sixteen hundreds. The British writer of plays, George Colman, wrote these lines in seventeen sixty-two. “You’ll find him his father’s own son, I believe. A chip off the old block, I promise you!”

The word chip can also be used in a threatening way to someone who is suspected of wrongdoing. An investigator may say, “We’re going to let the chips fall where they may.” This means the investigation is going to be complete and honest. It is also a warning that no one will be protected from being found guilty. 

Chips are often used in card games. They represent money. A poker player may, at any time, decide to leave the game. He will turn in his chips in exchange for money or cash. 

This lead to another meaning.  A person who finished or died was said to have cashed in his chips. Which is a way of saying it is time for me to finish this program. 

	On a Short Leash: He Had Firm Control Over His Workers

	A term for the closely supervised. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　08 April 2007
	


I'm Susan Clark with the Special English program, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES. 

Susan Cleveland is the young president of a candy company in the city of Chicago. Her father began the company in the nineteen sixties. He died three years ago. Now, the company belongs to Susan. 

Many of her father's employees were concerned when Susan took control. Susan's father had worked many years for other candy companies before starting this one. He had known a great deal about business. 

Susan, however, did not have any jobs before becoming head of the company. She just finished college. 

The employees became even more concerned during Susan's first months on the job. Mr. Cleveland had been a strong leader. But Susan permitted many employees to make their own decisions. 

One employee said: "Old Mister Cleveland always told us what to do. He kept people on a short leash. But the company did well." 

What does a short leash mean? 

A leash is a kind of rope. We use a leash to walk our pet dogs. The leash keeps the dog from running away or getting into trouble. 

Keeping a person on a short leash means keeping him or her under close control. The person cannot make many decisions for himself or herself. 

Word expert James Rogers found a similiar saying used more than four hundred years ago. In fifteen sixty, writer Thomas Becon said in a religious book: "For God hath them in leash. Yea, they are his slaves." 

Miz Cleveland does not keep her workers on a short leash. Instead, she urges them to create better ways to do business. 

For example, her secretary proposed an idea. She said the company should give a prize to the best student in the high school near its factory. The winner could use the prize money to study at a university. 

Miz Cleveland approved of the idea. After the prize was announced, people who lived in the area of the factory began to buy more of the company's candy. Local newspapers wrote about the competition. Business improved.
Miz Cleveland made her secretary the company's first director of public relations. The former secretary was very pleased. She said: "My old job had become Mickey Mouse. Now I have a much more creative one." 

Mickey Mouse, of course, is Walt Disney's famous animal drawn for movies, television and comic picture books. But what does a mouse have to do with a job? 

In modern speech, anything that is Mickey Mouse is unimportant. Many word experts say the new meaning came from the United States Navy. The Navy had a special school for new sailors who did not co-operate. It was called M-I-C, short for Military Indoctrination Center. Sailors began to say that rules which did not seem important were MIC. Over time, MIC became Mickey Mouse -- something that lacks meaning. 

	Colors:  I'm Feeling Very Blue Today

	Many everyday American expressions are based on colors.  Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　01 April 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Every people has its own way of saying things, its own special expressions. Many everyday American expressions are based on colors. 

Red is a hot color. Americans often use it to express heat. They may say they are red hot about something unfair. When they are red hot they are very angry about something. The small hot tasting peppers found in many Mexican foods are called red hots for their color and their fiery taste. Fast loud music is popular with many people. They may say the music is red hot, especially the kind called Dixieland jazz.

Pink is a lighter kind of red. People sometimes say they are in the pink when they are in good health. The expression was first used in America at the beginning of the twentieth century.  It probably comes from the fact that many babies are born with a nice pink color that shows that they are in good health. 

Blue is a cool color. The traditional blues music in the United States is the opposite of red hot music. Blues is slow, sad and soulful.  Duke Ellington and his orchestra recorded a famous song – Mood Indigo – about the deep blue color, indigo. In the words of the song: “You ain’t been blue till you’ve had that Mood Indigo.”  Someone who is blue is very sad. 

The color green is natural for trees and grass. But it is an unnatural color for humans. A person who has a sick feeling stomach may say she feels a little green.  A passenger on a boat who is feeling very sick from high waves may look very green. 

Sometimes a person may be upset because he does not have something as nice as a friend has, like a fast new car. That person may say he is green with envy. Some people are green with envy because a friend has more dollars or greenbacks. Dollars are called greenbacks because that is the color of the back side of the paper money.

The color black is used often in expressions. People describe a day in which everything goes wrong as a black day. The date of a major tragedy is remembered as a black day.  A blacklist is illegal now.  But at one time, some businesses refused to employ people who were on a blacklist for belonging to unpopular organizations. 

In some cases, colors describe a situation. A brown out is an expression for a reduction in electric power.  Brown outs happen when there is too much demand for electricity.  The electric system is unable to offer all the power needed in an area. Black outs were common during World War Two. Officials would order all lights in a city turned off to make it difficult for enemy planes to find a target in the dark of night. 

	Fall Guy: He Took the Blame for Someone Else

	Is the Fall Guy Really the Guilty One? Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　19 March 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Every week at this time, the Voice of America tells about popular words and expressions used in the United States. Some expressions have made a jump from sports events to everyday life. One such expression is fall guy. A fall guy is the person who someone decides will be the loser or victim.

The first fall guys were men who wrestled for money. At the end of the nineteenth century, wrestling was a very popular sport in the United States. Wrestling competitions were held not only in big cities, but also at country fairs and traveling shows. As the sport became more popular, it became less and less of a sport. Many of the matches were fixed. The wrestlers knew -- before the match -- which one of them would be the winner. 

The goal in wrestling is to hold your opponent's shoulders down against the floor. This is called a fall. Sometimes, one of the wrestlers would be paid before the match to take the fall.  He would agree to be the loser...the fall guy. 

Today, a fall guy is anyone who is tricked into taking the blame for the crime or wrongdoing of someone else. There are fall guys in many situations -- people who publicly take the blame when something goes wrong. 

A fall guy takes the rap for something wrong or illegal. He accepts responsibility and punishment for what someone else did.  The fall guy may have been involved in the situation, but was not the person who should be blamed. 

The word rap has meant blame for several hundred years. The expression to take the rap first was used about one hundred years ago. 

Another similar expression is bum rap.  A person receives a bum rap if he is found guilty of a crime...but is really innocent. 濡れ衣を着る・冤罪

Sometimes, a fall guy may not realize he is the fall guy until he is the victim of a bum rap. In that case, he may feel that he has been framed.  To frame someone is to create false evidence to make an innocent person seem guilty. 

Some word experts say the expression to frame someone comes from the way wood must be fitted closely around a painting or photograph to frame it. In the same way, evidence must be designed perfectly if it is to frame an innocent person to make him or her seem guilty.

(MUSIC)

	Buff: Are You a Buff About Something?

	Do you have a strong, special interest? Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　18 March 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories. Today we tell about the word buff.
The word buff has several meanings. Buff is a light yellow color. Buff is also a soft cloth used to rub a surface until it looks bright and shiny.  

Yet, these meanings are old, and their history is not known.  The meaning of buff that we do know about is one the describes a person.  A buff is someone who has a strong, special interest in something.  For example, someone who loves jazz music is a jazz buff. Someone who is deeply interested in the American Civil War is a Civil War buff.

This meaning of the word is known to be American.  Its use started almost two hundred years ago in New York City.

At that time, New York was a growing city. There were no huge tall buildings of steel and stone.  Buildings then were made of wood and brick. Many were old and fires often broke out in them. The city did not have well-organized fire departments.  So, when a fire alarm bell rang, men near the sound of the fire bell dropped what they were doing and rushed out to fight the fire. 

Later, fire companies were organized with men who were trained to fight fires.  They were not paid to do this. They earned their money at other jobs, but dropped what they were doing when the fire bell rang. 

In cold weather, many of these young volunteer firefighters wore coats made of the skin of buffalo to keep them warm and dry. Often, when the fire bell rang, other men in the city rushed to help put out the fire. They also wore coats of buffalo skin.  In time, any man who rushed to fight a fire became known as a fire buff because of the buffalo coat he wore. 

Time, however, has a way of bringing changes. Cities organized fire departments. Firemen became professionals. They are paid to do their job. 

Yet, even today, we still have fire buffs who seem to appear at every fire in an area.  Sometimes they prevent firemen from doing their jobs. 

A leading New York newspaper published a story with the headine, “Fire Buffs Barred From Blaze." The story was about an order from New York’s fire commissioner. He was angry.  He told reporters that his firefighters were having trouble getting near the fire, because fire buffs who wanted to help were really getting in the way. So, he said, he did not want anyone but firefighters to go to a fire.  

Fire buffs are still around, but the word has taken on a wider meaning. It includes all who have a deep interest in something or some activity. And, so we can thank the American buffalo that once wondered the open plains for this meaning of the word buff.  



	Face: Time to Face the Music

	Expressions as plain as the nose on your face. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　11 March 2007
	


Now, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES – a VOA Special English program about American expressions. I’m Rich Kleinfeldt with expressions that include the word face.
The first is face the music. It means to accept the results of what you have done. 

Here is an example from a Reuters news report: Britain’s highest court had ruled that former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet was legally arrested.  Opponents of General Pinochet welcomed the news. One of them said, “We have waited for years for this man to face the music.”

No one is sure how the expression began. One story is that it came from a military ceremony held when a soldier was forced out of an army. 

The buttons were cut from the soldier’s clothing. He was put on a horse, facing the back of the horse and led away.  As he left, he faced the music of a military band and the soldiers he had served with.  

Another story says the expression began in the theater. New actors, shaking with fright, were told that the only cure was to go out and face the music. The music was played by the orchestra seated in front of the stage. 

A similar expression is face up to. It means to accept something that is difficult or painful. For example, a man must face up to the fact that he lied about a business deal and will lose his job.  Or, a child must learn to face up to her responsibilities and complete her schoolwork. 

Meeting someone face-to-face can be exciting, especially if the other person is famous. It is an expression one might use after visiting the White House and meeting the president face-to-face. Or a teacher might ask for a face-to-face meeting with the parents of a student in trouble. It means to talk to someone in person, not by telephone.  

Another expression is as plain as the nose on your face. It means that something is as clear as it can possibly be.

Shakespeare used the words almost five hundred years ago for a joke in his play Two Gentlemen of Verona.  Valentine secretly loves Lady Sylvia. His servant jokes that Valentine’s love for her is as hard to see as the nose on a man’s face.  Of course, a man’s nose cannot be hidden. 

A more recent use of the expression appeared in a report in Newsday magazine.  It was about a dispute between the United States and Europe over agriculture. The United States had criticized Europeans for protecting their soybean farmers. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in return criticized the United States for its huge budget deficits. The report said the OECD seemed to be saying, “For God’s sake, it is plain as the nose on your face that you must raise taxes.”

	Heard It on the Grapevine: What? Who Told You That?

	When information spreads by word of mouth. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
04 March 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

(MUSIC)

Some of the most exciting information comes by way of the grapevine.

That is so because reports received through the grapevine are supposed to be secret. The information is all hush hush. It is whispered into your ear with the understanding that you will not pass it on to others. 

You feel honored and excited. You are one of the special few to get this information. You cannot wait. You must quickly find other ears to pour the information into. And so, the information - secret as it is – begins to spread. Nobody knows how far. 

The expression by the grapevine is more than one hundred years old. 

The American inventor, Samuel F. Morse, is largely responsible for the birth of the expression. Among others, he experimented with the idea of telegraphy – sending messages over a wire by electricity. When Morse finally completed his telegraphic instrument, he went before Congress to show that it worked. He sent a message over a wire from Washington to Baltimore. The message was: “What hath God wrought?” This was on May twenty-fourth, eighteen forty-four. 

Quickly, companies began to build telegraph lines from one place to another. Men everywhere seemed to be putting up poles with strings of wire for carrying telegraphic messages. The workmanship was poor. And the wires were not put up straight.

Some of the results looked strange. People said they looked like a grapevine. A large number of the telegraph lines were going in all directions, as crooked as the vines that grapes grow on. So was born the expression, by the grapevine.

Some writers believe that the phrase would soon have disappeared were it not for the American Civil War. 

Soon after the war began in eighteen sixty-one, military commanders started to send battlefield reports by telegraph. People began hearing the phrase by the grapevine to describe false as well as true reports from the battlefield. It was like a game.  Was it true? Who says so?

Now, as in those far-off Cold War days, getting information by the grapevine remains something of a game. A friend brings you a bit of strange news.  “No,” you say, “it just can’t be true! Who told you?” Comes the answer, “I got it by the grapevine.”

You really cannot know how much – if any – of the information that comes to you by the grapevine is true or false. Still, in the words of an old American saying, the person who keeps pulling the grapevine shakes down at least a few grapes. 

	Baloney: It's Just Not True

	Expressions used to describe false, wrong or foolish things. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　24 February 2007
	


Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories. 

(MUSIC)

Baloney is a kind of sausage that many Americans eat often. The word also has another meaning in English.  It is used to describe something – usually something someone says – that is false or wrong or foolish. 

Baloney sausage comes from the name of the Italian city, Bologna. The city is famous for its sausage, a mixture of smoked, spiced meat from cows and pigs. But, boloney sausage does not taste the same as beef or pork alone. 

Some language experts think this different taste is responsible for the birth of the expression baloney. Baloney is an idea or statement that is nothing like the truth…in the same way that baloney sausage tastes nothing like the meat that is used to make it. 

Baloney is a word often used by politicians to describe the ideas of their opponents.  

The expression has been used for years. Fifty years ago, a former governor of New York state, Alfred Smith, criticized some claims by President Franklin Roosevelt about the successes of the Roosevelt administration. Smith said, “No matter how thin you slice it, it is still baloney.”

A similar word has almost the same meaning as baloney. It even sounds almost the same.  The word is blarney. It began in Ireland about sixteen hundred. 

The lord of Blarney castle, near Cork, agreed to surrender the castle to British troops. But he kept making excuses for postponing the surrender. And, he made them sound like very good excuses, “this is just more of the same blarney.”

The Irish castle now is famous for its Blarney stone.  Kissing the stone is thought to give a person special powers of speech.  One who has kissed the Blarney stone, so the story goes, can speak words of praise so smoothly and sweetly that you believe them, even when you know they are false.

A former Roman Catholic bishop of New York City, Fulton Sheen, once explained, “Baloney is praise so thick it cannot be true.  And blarney is praise so thin we like it.”

Another expression is pulling the wool over someone’s eyes.  It means to make someone believe something that is not true. The expression goes back to the days when men wore false hair, or wigs, similar to those worn by judges today in British courts. 

The word wool is a popular joking word for hair. If you pulled a man’s wig over his eyes, he could not see what was happening. Today, when you pull the wool over someone’s eyes, he cannot see the truth. 
	Dutch: English Expressions Unrelated to Dutch People

	Common expressions that have nothing to do with the Dutch people. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
17 February 2007
	

	Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.  Today, we tell about American expressions using the word “Dutch.”

(MUSIC)

Many of the Dutch expressions heard in American English were first used in England in the seventeenth century.  That was a time of fierce naval competition between England and The Netherlands.  At that time, the British used Dutch as a word for something bad, or false or mistaken. 

A Dutch agreement was one made between men who had drunk too much alcohol.  Dutch courage was the false courage produced by the effects of drinking alcohol.  And, Dutch leave was what a soldier took when he left his base without permission.

Some of these old expressions are still used today, with a little different meaning.

Dutch treat is one example.  Long ago, a Dutch treat was a dinner at which the invited guests were expected to pay for their own share of the food and drink.  Now, Dutch treat means that when friends go out to have fun, each person pays his own share.

Another common expression heard a few years ago was in Dutch.  If someone said to you, you were in Dutch they were telling you that you were in trouble.  An important person – a parent or teacher, perhaps – was angry with you.

Some of the Dutch expressions heard in American English have nothing to do with the Dutch people at all.

In the seventeen hundreds, Germans who moved to the United States often were called Dutch.  This happened because of mistakes in understanding and saying the word Deutsch, the German word for German.  Families of these German people still live in the eastern United States, many in the state of Pennsylvania.  They are known as the Pennsylvania Dutch.

During the American Civil War, supporters of the Northern side in the central state of Missouri were called Dutch because many of them were German settlers.  In California during the gold rush, the term Dutch was used to describe Germans, Swedes and Norwegians, as well as people from The Netherlands.

President Theodore Roosevelt once noted that anything foreign and non-English was called Dutch.  One expression still in use – to talk to someone like a Dutch uncle did come from the Dutch.  The Dutch were known for the firm way they raised their children.  So if someone speaks to you like a Dutch uncle he is speaking in a very severe way.  And you should listen to him carefully!

(MUSIC)

History: Election of 1960 Brings Close Race Between Kennedy, Nixon
After the first televised presidential debate, many people who had not considered voting for John Kennedy began to change their minds. To them, he looked like a president. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
13 March 2007
VOICE ONE:

This is Richard Rael.

VOICE TWO:

And this is Doug Johnson with THE MAKING OF A NATION -- a VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:
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Dwight Eisenhower

Dwight Eisenhower was elected president in nineteen fifty-two. By nineteen sixty, he had served two terms. The twenty-second amendment to the Constitution said he could not be re-elected. Eisenhower was hugely popular when he first came to office. And his first term was considered successful.

He created a new government agency for education and health care. He led a congressional effort to improve the tax system. And, under his leadership, a peace treaty ending the Korean War was signed. 

Eisenhower also met with Soviet leaders Nikolai Bulganin and Nikita Khrushchev. This began a tradition of meetings between the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union. Experts believe these meetings probably helped prevent a nuclear war between the two countries. 

VOICE TWO: 

At the end of Eisenhower's first term, he was still very popular. He had suffered a heart attack. But he felt strong enough to campaign again. His Democratic Party opponent was Adlai Stevenson. They had been the candidates in the presidential election four years earlier. This time, Eisenhower won almost ten million votes more than Stevenson. That was an even bigger victory than in nineteen fifty-two. 

VOICE ONE: 

Eisenhower's second term, however, presented problems. The Soviet Union launched the space age by putting the world's first satellite into earth orbit. Fidel Castro established a communist government in Cuba. Many white Americans were fighting the Supreme Court's decision to end racial separation in schools. And the American economy suffered a recession. Eisenhower's popularity dropped during his second term. This would make it more difficult for the Republican Party's next candidate for president. 

VOICE TWO: 

The delegates who attended the Republican nominating convention in the summer of nineteen sixty feared that the party would lose the election in November. They had to find the strongest candidate possible.  Many believed that Richard Nixon was the strongest. 
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Vice President Richard Nixon with Republican senators on January 1, 1960 

Nixon had been a senator and a member of the House of Representatives. He had been Eisenhower's vice president for eight years. When Eisenhower suffered several serious illnesses, Nixon had a chance to show his abilities to lead the nation. He showed great strength while facing an angry crowd during a trip to South America. He also gained support when he defended the United States in an unofficial debate with Khrushchev during a trip to the Soviet Union. 

VOICE ONE: 

Nixon's closest opponent for the Republican nomination was Nelson Rockefeller. Rockefeller was governor of New York. He came from one of the richest families in America. At the convention, Richard Nixon easily won the support of the Republican Party. The delegates elected him on the first vote. He accepted the nomination. And he called for new efforts for peace and freedom around the world. 

VOICE TWO: 

The race for the Democratic nomination was much more difficult. He Democratic Party thought it would have no problem winning the presidential election. Many candidates entered the competition for the nomination. One was Senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota. Another was Senator John Kennedy of Massachusetts. 

Humphrey had been elected to the Senate three times. He was a strong activist for civil rights, peace, and social improvements. Kennedy was a Navy hero in World War Two. He was handsome and only forty-three years old. He also was a member of the Roman Catholic Church. And no catholic had ever been elected president of the United States. 

VOICE ONE: 

Kennedy and Humphrey began to enter local primary elections in different states. The purpose of the primaries is to test voter support for candidates. Kennedy won an important primary in the state of Wisconsin. However, the Protestant Christian areas of the state did not support him. The question then became: Could he win in West Virginia? Most of the voters in that state were Protestants. 

VOICE TWO: 

On the last night of the primary campaign in West Virginia, Kennedy spoke about his religion. He said the president of the United States promises to defend the Constitution. And that, he said, includes the separation of the government from any religion or church. 

Kennedy won a large victory in West Virginia. He then went on to win many votes in other primary elections. He received the nomination on the first vote of the Democratic Party convention. 

In his acceptance speech, he said he would ask Americans to help their country. He said he would ask them to sacrifice for their country. 

VOICE ONE: 

After the party conventions, the two candidates -- Kennedy and Nixon -- began to campaign around the nation. Nixon charged that Kennedy was too young to be president. He said Kennedy did not know enough about governing. Kennedy attacked the Republican record of the past eight years. He said president Eisenhower and Vice President Nixon had not done enough to bring progress to the nation. 

Protestant groups expressed concerns about Kennedy's religion. They wondered if he would be influenced by the Pope. They asked if the leader of the Roman Catholic Church would try to make policy for the United States. Kennedy answered by repeating his strong support for the constitutional guarantee of separation of church and state. 

VOICE TWO: 
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The first televised presidential debate took place September 26, 1960

Public opinion studies showed the election campaign to be very, very close. Then, the candidates agreed to hold four debates. The debates would be broadcast on television. 

In the first debate, they showed they did not differ too widely on major issues. Kennedy, however, appeared calm and sure. Nixon, who did not feel well, appeared thin and tired. Many people who had not considered voting for Kennedy now began to change their minds. To them, he looked like a president. 

VOICE ONE: 

In the fourth debate, they expressed widely different opinions about whether the United States was making progress. Kennedy believed there had been little progress under Eisenhower and Nixon. He said: 

KENNEDY: "Franklin Roosevelt said in nineteen thirty-six that that generation of Americans had a rendezvous with destiny. I believe in nineteen sixty and sixty-one and two and three, we have a rendezvous with destiny. And I believe it incumbent upon us to be defenders of the United States and the defenders of freedom. And to do that, we must give this country leadership. And we must get America moving again." 

VOICE TWO: 

Nixon disagreed sharply. He believed the United States had not been standing still. Yet he believed it could not rest, either. He said: 

NIXON: "It is essential with the conflict that we have around the world that we not just hold our own, that we not keep just freedom for ourselves. It is essential that we extend freedom, extend it to all the world. And this means more than what we've been doing. It means keeping America even stronger militarily than she is. It means seeing that our economy moves forward even faster than it has. It means making more progress in civil rights than we have, so that we can be a splendid example for all the world to see." 

VOICE ONE: 

Another issue of the nineteen sixty presidential debates was the Chinese attack on the islands of Quemoy and Matsu in the Formosa [Taiwan] Strait. Another was how to deal with Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. Most people seemed to feel that Kennedy won the first debate. Experts thought Nixon probably won the second one. And both men did about the same in the last two. 

VOICE TWO: 

After the debates, the presidential candidates campaigned around the country again. Nixon proposed a trip to Eastern Europe and a meeting with Khrushchev, if he were elected. Kennedy proposed what he called a Peace Corps. The Peace Corps would be a program to send Americans to developing countries to provide technical aid and other help. 

VOICE ONE: 
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President John Fitzgerald Kennedy giving his inaugural speech

On Election Day in November, the voters chose John Kennedy. His victory, however, was a close one. Almost sixty-nine million people voted. He won by fewer than one hundred twenty thousand votes. The United States now had its thirty-fifth president. He was the youngest and the first Roman Catholic. The beginning of John Kennedy's administration will be our story next week. 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE TWO: 

This program of THE MAKING OF A NATION was written by Jeri Watson and produced by Paul Thompson. This is Doug Johnson. 

VOICE ONE: 

And this is Richard Rael. Join us again next week for another VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

History: Kennedy Begins His Presidency With Strong Public Support
Today, his inaugural speech is considered to be among the best in American history. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
21 March 2007
VOICE ONE:

This is Rich Kleinfeldt.

VOICE TWO:

And this is Phil Murray with THE MAKING OF A NATION -- a VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

(MUSIC)
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Our program today is about the beginning of the administration of President John Kennedy. 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE ONE:

January twentieth, nineteen sixty-one. John Kennedy was to be sworn-in that day as president of the United States. 

It had snowed heavily the night before. Few cars were in the streets of Washington. Yet, somehow, people got to the ceremony at the Capitol building. 

VOICE TWO: 

The outgoing president, Dwight Eisenhower, was seventy years old. John Kennedy was just forty-three. He was the first American president born in the twentieth century. 

Both Eisenhower and Kennedy served in the military in World War Two. Eisenhower served at the top. He was commander of allied forces in Europe. Kennedy was one of many young navy officers in the pacific battle area. 

Eisenhower was a hero of the war and was an extremely popular man. Kennedy was extremely popular, too, especially among young people. He was a fresh face in American politics. To millions of Americans, he represented a chance for a new beginning. 

VOICE ONE: 

Not everyone liked John Kennedy, however. Many people thought he was too young to be president. Many opposed him because he belonged to the Roman Catholic Church. A majority of Christians in America were Protestant. There had never been a Roman Catholic president of the United States. John Kennedy would be the first. 

VOICE TWO: 
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Dwight Eisenhower

Dwight Eisenhower served two terms during the nineteen-fifties. That was the limit for American presidents. His vice president, Richard Nixon, ran against Kennedy in the election of nineteen-sixty. 

Many Americans supported Nixon. They believed he was a stronger opponent of communism than Kennedy. Some also feared that Kennedy might give more consideration to the needs of black Americans than to white Americans. 

The election of nineteen-sixty was one of the closest in American history. Kennedy defeated Nixon by fewer than one hundred-twenty thousand popular votes. Now, he would be sworn-in as the nation's thirty-fifth president. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE: 
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Robert Frost

One of the speakers at the ceremony was Robert Frost. He was perhaps America's most popular poet at the time. Robert Frost planned to read from a long work he wrote especially for the ceremony. But he was unable to read much of it. The bright winter sun shone blindingly on the snow. The cold winter wind blew the paper in his old hands. 

VOICE TWO: 

John Kennedy stood to help him. Still, the poet could not continue. Those in the crowd felt concerned for the eighty-six-year-old man. Suddenly, he stopped trying to say his special poem. Instead, he began to say the words of another one, one he knew from memory. It was called "The Gift Outright." 

Here is part of that poem by Robert Frost, read by Stan Busby: 

VOICE THREE:

The land was ours before we were the land's. 

She was our land more than a hundred years before we were her people ... 

Something we were withholding made us weak 

Until we found out that it was ourselves 

We were withholding from our land of living ... 

Such as we were we gave ourselves outright. 

VOICE ONE: 
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Giving his inaugural speech

Soon it was time for the new president to speak. People watching on television could see his icy breath as he stood. He was not wearing a warm coat. His head was uncovered. 

Kennedy's speech would, one day, be judged to be among the best in American history. The time of his inauguration was a time of tension and fear about nuclear weapons. The United States had nuclear weapons. Its main political enemy, the Soviet Union, had them, too. If hostilities broke out, would such terrible weapons be used? 

VOICE TWO: 

Kennedy spoke about the issue. He warned of the danger of what he called "the deadly atom." He said the United States and communist nations should make serious proposals for the inspection and control of nuclear weapons. He urged both sides to explore the good in science, instead of its terrors. 

KENNEDY: "Together let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and encourage the arts and commerce ... Let both sides join in creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law, where the strong are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved." 

VOICE ONE: 

Kennedy also spoke about a torch -- a light of leadership being passed from older Americans to younger Americans. He urged the young to take the torch and accept responsibility for the future. He also urged other countries to work with the United States to create a better world. 
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John and Jacqueline Kennedy arrive at an inaugural ball on January 20, 1961

JOHN KENNEDY: "The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it -- and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you -- ask what you can do for your country. My fellow citizens of the world: Ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man." 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE TWO: 

John Kennedy's first one hundred days as president were busy ones. 

He was in office less than two weeks when the Soviet Union freed two American airmen. The Soviets had shot down their spy plane over the Bering Sea. About sixty million people watched as Kennedy announced the airmen's release. It was the first presidential news conference broadcast live on television in the United States. Kennedy welcomed the release as a step toward better relations with the Soviet Union. 

The next month, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev made another move toward better relations. He sent Kennedy a message. The message said that disarmament would be a great joy for all people on earth. 

VOICE ONE: 

A few weeks later, President Kennedy announced the creation of the Peace Corps. He had talked about this program during the election campaign. The Peace Corps would send thousands of Americans to developing countries to provide technical help. 

Another program, the alliance for progress, was announced soon after the peace corps was created. The purpose of the alliance for progress was to provide economic aid to Latin American nations for ten years. 

VOICE TWO: 

The space program was another thing Kennedy had talked about during the election campaign. He believed the United States should continue to explore outer space. 

The Soviet Union had gotten there first. It launched the world's first satellite in nineteen fifty-seven. Then, in April, nineteen sixty-one, the Soviet Union sent the first manned spacecraft into orbit around the earth. 

VOICE ONE: 

The worst failure of Kennedy's administration came that same month. On April seventeenth, more than one thousand Cuban exiles landed on a beach in western Cuba. They had received training and equipment from the United States Central Intelligence Agency. They were to lead a revolution to overthrow the communist government of Cuba. The place where they landed was called Bahia de Cochinos -- the Bay of Pigs. 

The plan failed. Most of the exiles were killed or captured by the Cuban army. 

VOICE TWO: 

It had not been President Kennedy's idea to start a revolution against Cuban leader Fidel Castro. Officials in the last administration had planned it. However, most of Kennedy's advisers supported the idea. And he approved it. 

In public, the president said he was responsible for the failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion. In private, he said, "All my life I have known better than to depend on the experts. How could I have been so stupid." 

VOICE ONE: 

John Kennedy's popularity was badly damaged by what happened in Cuba. His next months in office would be a struggle to regain the support of the people. That will be our story next week. 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE TWO: 

This program of THE MAKING OF A NATION was written by Jeri Watson and produced by Paul Thompson. This is Phil Murray. 

VOICE ONE: 

And this is Rich Kleinfeldt. Join us again next week for another VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

History: The Presidency of John Kennedy Begins With Great Energy, but Ends in Tragedy
He stood strong against the Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crisis, and proposed a law to guarantee equal treatment of blacks. Then came the gunshots in Dallas in November 22, 1963. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
28 March 2007
VOICE ONE:

This is Rich Kleinfeldt.

VOICE TWO:

And this is Stan Busby with THE MAKING OF A NATION -- a VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

(MUSIC)

Today, we continue the story of President John Kennedy. 

VOICE ONE:
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy

John Kennedy began his administration in nineteen sixty-one with great energy to do good things. After just three months in office, however, he had to take responsibility for a big failure. 

On April seventeenth, Cuban exiles, trained by America's Central Intelligence Agency, invaded Cuba. Their goal was to overthrow Cuba's communist leader, Fidel Castro. Most of the exiles were killed or captured. 

The last administration had planned the invasion. But Kennedy had approved it. After the incident, some Americans wondered if he had enough experience to lead the nation. Some asked themselves if the forty-three-year-old Kennedy was too young to be president, after all. 

VOICE TWO: 

Kennedy soon regained some public approval when he visited French leader General Charles de Gaulle. The French were very interested in the new American president. They were even more interested in his beautiful wife. The president said with a laugh that he was the man who had come to Paris with Jacqueline Kennedy. 

VOICE ONE: 

In Vienna, Kennedy met with Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. Their relations would always be difficult. 

Khrushchev did not want to compromise on any issue. He threatened to have the East Germans block all movement into and out of the western part of the city of Berlin. 

Not long after, the East Germans, with Soviet support, built a wall to separate the eastern and western parts of the city. President Kennedy quickly announced a large increase in the number of American military forces in Germany. He said the United States would not permit freedom to end in Berlin. 

VOICE TWO: 

About a year later, in October, nineteen sixty-two, President Kennedy said the United States had discovered that the Soviets were putting nuclear missiles in Cuba. He took several actions to protest the deployment. 

One was to send American ships to the area. They were to prevent Soviet ships from taking missile parts and related supplies to the Cuban government. In a speech broadcast on television, Kennedy spoke about the seriousness of the situation. 

JOHN KENNEDY: "It shall be the policy of this nation to regard any nuclear missile launched from Cuba against any nation in the Western Hemisphere as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United States." 

VOICE ONE: 

No fighting broke out between the United States and the Soviet Union because of the Cuban missile crisis. The Soviet ships carrying missile parts to Cuba turned back. And President Kennedy promised that the United States would not invade Cuba if the Soviet Union removed its missiles and stopped building new ones there. 

The two sides did, however, continue their cold war of words and influence. 

In Asia, the Soviet Union continued to provide military, economic, and technical aid to communist governments. The Kennedy administration fought communism in Vietnam by increasing the number of American military advisers there. 

VOICE TWO: 
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Robert and John Kennedy at the White House

The United States and the Soviet Union did make some progress on arms control, however. In nineteen sixty-three, the two countries reached a major agreement to ban tests of nuclear weapons above ground, under water, and in space. The treaty did not ban nuclear tests under the ground. 

On national issues, President Kennedy supported efforts to guarantee a better life for African-Americans. One man who pushed for changes was his younger brother, Robert. Robert Kennedy was attorney general and head of the Justice Department at that time. 

VOICE ONE: 

The Justice Department took legal action against Southern states that violated the voting rights acts of nineteen fifty-seven and nineteen sixty. The administration also supported a voter registration campaign among African-Americans. The campaign helped them to record their names with election officials so they could vote. 

As attorney general, Robert Kennedy repeatedly called on National Guard troops to protect black citizens from crowds of angry white citizens. Incidents took place when blacks tried to register to vote and when they tried to attend white schools. 

VOICE TWO: 

President Kennedy said the situation was causing a moral crisis in America. He decided it was time to propose a new civil rights law. The measure would guarantee equal treatment for blacks in public places and in jobs. It would speed the work of ending racial separation in schools. 

Kennedy wanted the new legislation badly. But Congress delayed action. It did not pass a broad civil rights bill until nineteen sixty-four, after his presidency. 

VOICE ONE: 

In November, nineteen sixty-three, Kennedy left Washington for the state of Texas. He hoped to help settle a local dispute in his Democratic Party. The dispute might have affected chances for his re-election in nineteen sixty-four. 

He arrived in the city of Dallas in the late morning of November twenty-second. Dallas was known to be a center of opposition to Kennedy. Yet many people waited to see him. 

VOICE TWO: 

A parade of cars traveled through the streets of Dallas. Kennedy and his wife were in the back seat of one. Their car had no top, so everyone could see them easily. Another car filled with Secret Service security agents was next to the president's. 
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The motorcade in Dallas

Suddenly, there were gunshots. Then, many Americans heard this emergency report from television newsman Walter Cronkite: 

WALTER CRONKITE: "Here is a bulletin from CBS news. In Dallas, Texas, three shots were fired at President Kennedy's motorcade in downtown Dallas. The first reports say that President Kennedy has been seriously wounded by this shooting." 

VOICE ONE: 

The cars raced to Parkland Memorial Hospital. But doctors there could do little. Thirty minutes later reporters, including Walter Cronkite, broadcast this announcement: 

WALTER CRONKITE: "From Dallas, Texas -- the flash apparently official -- President Kennedy died at one p.m., Central Standard Time. " 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE TWO: 

As the nation mourned, police searched for the person who had killed John Kennedy. They arrested a man named Lee Harvey Oswald. Oswald worked in a building near the place where Kennedy had been shot. People had seen him leave the building after the shooting. He had a gun. 

VOICE ONE: 
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Lee Harvey Oswald

Lee Harvey Oswald was a man with a strange past. He was a former United States Marine. He was also a communist. He had lived for a while in the Soviet Union and had tried to become a Soviet citizen. He worked for a committee that supported the communist government in Cuba. 

Police questioned Oswald about the death of president Kennedy. He said he did not do it. After two days, officials decided to move him to a different jail. 

VOICE TWO: 

As they did, television cameras recorded the death of Lee Harvey Oswald. Oswald was being led by two police officials. Suddenly, a man stepped in front of them. There was a shot, and Oswald fell to the floor. 
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Jack Ruby shoots Oswald

The gunman was Jack Ruby. He owned an eating and drinking place in Dallas. He said he killed Oswald to prevent the Kennedy family from having to live through a trial. 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE ONE: 

President Kennedy's body had been returned to Washington. After a state funeral, he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River. A gas flame burns at his burial place, day and night. 

An official committee was formed to investigate his death. It was headed by the chief justice of the United States, earl Warren, and was known as the Warren commission. In its report, the Warren commission said that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone. It said there was no plot to kill the president. 

VOICE TWO: 

Many Americans did not accept the report. They believed there was a plot. Some blamed Cuban leader Fidel Castro. Some blamed extremists in America's Central Intelligence Agency. Others blamed organized crime. 

The truth of what happened to John Kennedy may be what was stated in the Warren Commission report: that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone. Or, perhaps, the complete truth may never be known. 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE ONE: 

This program of THE MAKING OF A NATION was written by Jeri Watson and produced by Paul Thompson. This is Rich Kleinfeldt. 

VOICE TWO: 

And this Stan Busby. Join us again next week for another VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

History Series: Johnson Takes Over Presidency After Kennedy's Murder
Lyndon Johnson had a lot of political experience.  He had been President Kennedy's vice president, and had served for many years in the Senate and House of Representatives. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
04 April 2007
VOICE ONE:

This is Phil Murray.

VOICE TWO:

And this is Richard Rael with THE MAKING OF A NATION -- a VOA Special English program about the history of the United States. 

(MUSIC)

Today, we begin the story of President Lyndon Johnson. 

VOICE ONE:
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Former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy, right, watches as Lyndon Johnson is sworn into office

Lyndon Baines Johnson became America's thirty-sixth president very suddenly. It happened on November twenty second, nineteen sixty three. On that day, President John Kennedy was murdered. 

Kennedy and Johnson -- his vice president -- were visiting Dallas, Texas. Kennedy was shot to death as his open car drove through the streets of the city. Within a few hours, Johnson was sworn in as president on a plane that would take him back to Washington. The new president said, "I will do my best. That is all I can do. I ask for your help, and God's." 

(MUSIC) 

VOICE TWO: 

Before being elected vice president, Lyndon Johnson had served for many years in both the Senate and the House of Representatives. He liked making decisions. And he loved politics. He grew up in small towns in Texas. After completing high school, he traveled and worked for a while. He said he was afraid of more studying. But after a few years, he entered southwest Texas State Teachers College. There he was a student leader and political activist. 

VOICE ONE: 

Johnson went to Washington as secretary to a congressman in nineteen thirty-one. Four years later, President Franklin Roosevelt named him to a leadership position in a national social program for young people. Two years after that, he decided to campaign for a seat in the House of Representatives. 

When World War Two began, Johnson was the first member of Congress to join the armed forces. 

He served in the House for twelve years. After the war, he campaigned for the Senate, where he also served for twelve years. As a senator, he became an expert in the operation of government. 

VOICE TWO: 

Lyndon Johnson would need all of this knowledge as president. On the day he was sworn in, American faced serious problems. Communist forces in Vietnam were fighting troops supported by the United States. There was a continuing possibility of nuclear war with the Soviet Union. At home, there was racial conflict. Many Americans did not have jobs. And there was a threat of a major railroad strike. 

VOICE ONE: 
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Signing of the 1964 Civil Rights Act

President Johnson began his White House days by working hard for legislation President Kennedy had proposed. Although he had voted against civil rights legislation when he served in the Senate, he now urged Congress to pass a civil rights bill. Congress did. 

The nineteen sixty-four Civil Rights Act was a law to help guarantee equal chances for jobs for all Americans. It also helped guarantee equal treatment for minorities in stores, eating places, and other businesses. 

VOICE TWO: 

When Johnson signed the bill, he said: 

JOHNSON: "We believe that all men are created equal. Yet many are denied equal treatment. We believe that all men have certain unalienable rights. Yet many Americans do not enjoy those rights. We believe that all men are entitled to the blessings of liberty. Yet millions are being deprived of those blessings -- not because of their own failures -- but because of the color of their skin." 

The president said that such a situation could not continue in America. To treat people unfairly because of their race, he said, violated the Constitution, the idea of democracy, and the law he was about to sign. 

VOICE ONE: 
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Johnson meets with civil rights leader Martin Luther King on March 18, 1966

Lyndon Johnson succeeded in getting Congress to pass more civil rights legislation in nineteen sixty-five and nineteen sixty-eight. The nineteen sixty-five bill said states could not prevent citizens from voting just because they did not do well on reading or other tests. The purpose of the law was to make sure all black Americans could vote. 

The civil rights law of nineteen sixty-eight dealt with housing. For many years, black Americans could not get the home they wanted in the place they wanted. Many times, property companies forced them to pay a lot for poor housing. The purpose of the bill was to guarantee free choice and fair treatment in the housing market. 

VOICE TWO: 

Political experts said president Johnson succeeded with Congress in a way that President Kennedy could never have equaled. Because Johnson was from the South, he could talk easily with Southern members of Congress. He was able to get them to agree that African Americans were treated unfairly. In addition, his own years in Congress had taught him how to get people to do what he wanted. 

VOICE ONE: 

President Johnson gave a name to his dream of a better America. He called it the "Great Society. " He spoke about it in a speech at the University of Michigan: 

JOHNSON: "The Great Society rests on abundance and liberty for all. It demands an end to poverty and racial injustice, to which we are totally committed in our time. But that is just the beginning. The great society is a place where every child can find knowledge to enrich his mind and to enlarge his talents. " 

The Great Society was both an idea and a goal. To reach that goal, Johnson created several government programs. One was the "war on poverty. " The war on poverty was a series of bills to help poor people. It was designed to create new jobs and build the economy. 

VOICE TWO: 

Congress did not approve a large amount of money for the war on poverty. But it did strongly support the president's early proposals. Support dropped, however, when Congress said the nation could not pay for both social programs at home and a war overseas. 

Vietnam was not the only place where Johnson used American troops to fight communism. He would send about twenty thousand soldiers to the Dominican Republic, too. He feared that a rebellion there would lead to a communist takeover of the country. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE: 

Lyndon Johnson served the last fourteen months of John Kennedy's term. In nineteen sixty-four, he campaigned for election to a full term of his own. His Democratic Party gave him the strongest support possible. It accepted his choice of Hubert Humphrey to be the party's candidate for vice president. Humphrey was a liberal senator from the state of Minnesota. 

VOICE TWO: 

Unlike the Democrats, the Republicans had a difficult time choosing their candidates for the election. Delegates to the party's national convention finally chose Barry Goldwater to be their candidate for president. Goldwater was a strongly conservative senator from the state of Arizona. The delegates chose William Miller, a congressman from New York State, to be their candidate for vice president. 

VOICE ONE: 

The nation voted in November, nineteen sixty-four. Lyndon Johnson won more than sixty percent of the popular votes. Strangely, however, he was not pleased. He had wanted the largest victory in American history. He had wanted proof that Americans were voting for him, and not for the shadow of John Kennedy. 

VOICE TWO: 

In his inaugural speech, Johnson talked of changes. He said his Great Society was never finished. It was always growing and improving. To Johnson, this meant passing a health care plan for older Americans. It meant appointing blacks to important national positions. 

He succeeded in these goals -- and more -- during the next four years. Congress passed the Medicare bill to provide health care for older people. And Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall to be the first black justice to the Supreme Court. 

VOICE ONE: 

As Johnson went back to work in the White House, however, a huge problem awaited him. Americans were fighting to stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia. More and more were being killed. The war in Vietnam would become extremely unpopular among American citizens. It would destroy Johnson's chances of being remembered as a great president. 

That will be our story next week. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO: 

This program of THE MAKING OF A NATION was written by Jeri Watson and produced by Paul Thompson. This is Richard Rael. 

VOICE ONE: 

What Keeps Works of Shakespeare So Alive and Well After 400 Years?
How events and cultural influences shaped his writing, and how his art, in turn, has influenced language and popular culture. Second of two programs. Transcript of radio broadcast: 
29 May 2007
MP3 - Download Audio [image: image18.png]
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VOICE ONE:

I’m Steve Ember.

VOICE TWO: 
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And I’m Barbara Klein with Explorations in VOA Special English. Today, we complete our story about the influential English writer William Shakespeare. He wrote plays and poems during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.  They remain very popular today. 

VOICE TWO:

Last week, we talked about Shakespeare's history, his plays and his poems. Today, we talk about the events and cultural influences that affected Shakespeare and his art. We also discuss the countless ways his works have influenced language and popular culture.

(SOUND)
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Gwyneth Paltrow and Joseph Fiennes in ''Shakespeare in Love''

GWYNETH PALTROW: "Master Shakespeare. Good sir,  I heard you are a poet. But a poet of no words?"

VOICE ONE:

That was part of a dancing scene from the popular nineteen ninety-eight movie "Shakespeare in Love." The film suggests one way in which Shakespeare might have been influenced to write "Romeo and Juliet:" because of his relationship with a brave and lovely woman. The movie is only very loosely based on real events, but it is a wonderful story.

VOICE TWO:

Many of Shakespeare's works were influenced by earlier writings. During this time, students would probably have learned several ancient Roman and Greek plays. It was not unusual for writers to produce more current versions of these works. For example, in his play "The Comedy of Errors" Shakespeare borrows certain structural details from the ancient Roman playwright Plautus.  

VOICE ONE:

For his tragic play "Macbeth," Shakespeare most likely used a work on Scottish history by Raphael Holinshed for information. It is also no accident that this play about a Scottish king was written a few years after James the First became King of England in sixteen-oh-three. This new ruler was from Scotland and London was alive with Scottish culture. Shakespeare may have borrowed from other writers, but the intensity of his imagination and language made the plays his own.

VOICE TWO:

Shakespeare was also influenced by the world around him. He describes the sights and sounds of London in his plays. His works include observations about current political struggles, the fear of diseases, and the popular language of the city's tradesmen and other professionals.

Shakespeare's knowledge of the English countryside is also clear. His works include descriptions of deep forests, local flowers, and the ancient popular traditions of rural people.

VOICE ONE:

Shakespeare became a well-known writer during a golden age of theater. His years of hard work paid off. Over the years, he invested income from his acting company by purchasing land and other property. He retired to the countryside a wealthy man. William Shakespeare died in his hometown of Stratford-upon-Avon in sixteen-sixteen at the age of fifty-two. While many plays by other writers of his time have been forgotten, Shakespeare and his art live on.

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

It would be impossible to list all of the ways in which Shakespeare's works have influenced world culture. But we can give a few important examples. The first example would have to include his great effect on the English language. During his time, the English language was changing.  Many new words from other languages were being added.  

VOICE ONE:

Shakespeare used his sharp mind and poetic inventiveness to create hundreds of new words and rework old ones. For example, he created the verb "to torture" and the noun forms of "critic," "mountaineer" and "eyeball." Many common expressions in English come from his plays. These include "pomp and circumstance" from "Othello"; "full circle" from "King Lear", and "one fell swoop" from "Macbeth."

VOICE TWO:

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C., is the home of the largest collection of Shakespearean materials in the world. The Library also has many other fine examples of books and art from this early modern period. In March of two thousand seven the Folger organized an exhibit called "Shakespeare in American Life" to celebrate its seventy-fifth anniversary. 

VOICE ONE:

The many objects on display show some expected as well as some surprising ways in which Shakespeare has influenced past and present culture. You can learn about the many Shakespeare societies that have formed over the years in the United States.  You can see which famous American politicians liked to quote his works. 
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Or, you can read about the many movie versions of his plays. One vegetable company even named itself after the Shakespearian character Falstaff to sell its brussels sprouts.

VOICE TWO:

The list of cultural creations influenced by Shakespeare is almost endless. From paintings to television to music and dance, Shakespeare is well represented. For example, the nineteenth century "Otello" by Giuseppe Verdi is an opera version of the tragic play "Othello." It is about a ruler who believes wrongly that his wife has been with another man. One famous song from this opera includes the wife, Desdemona, mournfully singing "Ave Maria."

(MUSIC)

VOICE ONE:

Over a century later, the American songwriter Cole Porter transformed the Shakespeare comedy "The Taming of the Shrew" into the musical play "Kiss Me Kate." The musical was later made into a movie. Songs like "Brush Up Your Shakespeare" are popular favorites.

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:

In nineteen fifty-seven the famous jazz musician Duke Ellington released "Such Sweet Thunder." In the song "The Telecasters" Duke Ellington musically recreates the three witches in Shakespeare's "Macbeth." Ellington uses three trombone instruments.  His use of silent breaks adds a special tension to the song.

(SOUND: "The Telecasters")

VOICE ONE:

Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondhei 
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m worked together on a modern version of "Romeo and Juliet." Their popular musical play took place on the West Side of New York City. The opposing groups are a gang of young people and a group of new immigrants. The award-winning movie version came out in nineteen sixty-one. Here the main character Maria sings about the happiness of being in love in "I Feel Pretty."

(MUSIC)

VOICE TWO:
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A poster from the 1976 Shakespeare Festival of Dallas

It is not just new versions of the plays that live on in popular culture. Shakespeare's plays have been translated into every major language in the world. All across the United States, the plays are performed in schools, theaters and festivals.  There are over one hundred Shakespeare festivals and many permanent theaters that perform his works. In Washington, D.C. alone two theaters perform the plays of Shakespeare and other writers of his time.

We leave you with words of praise by Ben Jonson, a playwright who lived during Shakespeare's time. Mister Jonson knew long ago that the works of Shakespeare would hold their magic through the ages. 

(MUSIC)

VOICE THREE:

"Triumph, my Britain, thou hast one to show
"To whom all scenes of Europe homage owe.
"He was not of an age, but for all time!"

VOICE ONE:

This program was written and produced by Dana Demange. I’m Steve Ember.

VOICE TWO:

And I’m Barbara Klein. Our reader was Shep O'Neal. You can read and listen to this program on our Web site, voaspecialenglish.com.  Join us again next week for Explorations in VOA Special English.

Not recorde yet

Ace in the Hole: Put on Your Poker Face

	Terms that come from card games. Transcript of radio broadcast: 　　　　22 April 2007
	


Now, Words and Their Stories, a program in Special English by the Voice of America.

It is surprising how many expressions that Americans use every day came from the card game of poker. For example, you hear the expression, ace in the hole, used by many people who would never think of going near a poker table. An ace in the hole is an argument, plan or thing kept hidden until needed.  It is used especially when it can turn failure into success.

In poker and most card games, the ace is the highest and most valuable card. It is often a winning card. In one kind of poker game, the first card to each player is given face down. A player does not show this card to the other players. The other cards are dealt face up. The players bet money each time they receive another card. 

No one knows until the end of the game whose hidden card is the winner. Often, the ace in the hole wins the game. 

Smart card players, especially those who play for large amounts of money, closely watch the person who deals the cards. They are watching to make sure he is dealing honestly. They want to be sure that he is not dealing off the bottom of the stack of cards. A dealer who is doing that has stacked the deck. He has fixed the cards so that he will get higher cards. He will win and you will lose. 

The expression, dealing off the bottom, now means cheating in business, as well as in cards. And when someone tells you that the cards are stacked against you, he is saying you do not have a chance to succeed. 

In a poker game you do not want to let your opponents know if your cards are good or bad. So having a poker face is important. A poker face never shows any emotion, never expresses either good or bad feelings. No one can learn – by looking at your face – if your cards are good or bad. 

People now use poker face in everyday speech to describe someone who shows no emotion. 

Someone who has a poker face usually is good at bluffing.  Bluffing is trying to trick a person into believing something about you that is not true. 

In poker, you bluff when you bet heavily on a poor hand.  The idea is make the other players believe you have strong cards and are sure to win. If they believe you have strong cards and are sure to win. If they believe you, they are likely to drop out of the game. This means you win the money they have bet. 

You can do a better job of bluffing if you hold your cards close to your vest. You hold your cards close to you so no one can see what you have. In everyday speech, holding your cards close to your vest means not letting other know what you are doing or thinking. You are keeping you plans secret. 

We are not bluffing when we say we hope you have enjoyed today’s program. 
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